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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WHEAT BONUS.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Al in-
ister for Lands: Regarding his announce-
ment that the State Government were urging
the Federal Government to pay 1s. bonus
on wheat, will he explain-i, Whether the
bonus is to be paid so as to ensure a uniform
return to all producers; 2, Or whether the
bonus is to be paid when the wheat is actu-
ally sold, regardless as to whether sale price
may be 2s. one month and 3s. per bushel the
following month; 3, Or whether some form
of marketing organisation to ensure uniform
payment is contemplated?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 2, and 3, If the bonus is granted, it must
apply to the whole of Australia, and the
basis of distribution can only he laid down
by the Federal Government.

QUESTION-HARVESTERS.

Air. PIESSE asked the Premier: 1, How
many State harvesters hare been (a) manu-
factured, (b) sold and supplied, since the
30th June, 1929? 2, How many are now on
order7

The PREMIER replied: 1, Since 30th
June, 1929, (a) 12, (b) 11. 2, None.

QUESTION - UNEMPLOYED,
ARRESTS.

Mr. STJEEMAN asked the Minister for
Police: 1, 'What offence 'vas committed by
the unemployed yesterday previous to the
arrest of a number of their ]nembers' 2, If
any offence was committed, was this offence
anticipated in view of the fact that the
prisoners' motor v'an was on the spot ready?

The MINISTER FOR. POLICE replied:
1, They were charged with marching in pro-
cession through the streets of the city with-
out first having obtained autbority. 2, Yes;
at certain element amongv the unemployed bad
publicly stated their intention to march in
lprocession through the city from Wellington
Square to Parliament House in defiance of
authority.

BILL-SALARIES TAX.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Premier, Bill reconi-
mit ted for the further eon siderat ion of
Clause 3.

In Committee.

Mr, Richardson in the Chair; the At-

torney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3.-Interpretation:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It will he
remembered that the member for South
Fremantle raised the point that members
of the A.W.U. employed by the Govern-
mnent would not come under .the broad
exemption which we inserted in the Bill in
the Committee stage. This point, .I think,
was 'veil taken. It illustrates how difficult
it is to pass any legislation that wVill be
free from the charge of inconsistency.
However, the flovernrnent very definitely
do not intend that those men shall come
under this measure. Owisequently I move
an amendment, which will exclude them,
as follows:-

That after "fled,"'in line 5 of the defin-
ition of "t Officer,"I the words "either directly
or indirectly'" 1)e inserted.

Members of the A.WVU. employed by the
Government do work and are paid under
conditions similar to those of persons
whose wages and conditions aire fixed by
the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Panton: Except that they make
separate agreements with different Minis-
ters for whom they may be working,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but
actually the conditions and wages they en-
joy are based on the awards of our Arbi-
tration Court and on the basic wage. So
the amendment will cover those men. I
amn prepared to mnake the definite state-
ment that the Government will not at-
tempt to bring these men within the ambit
of this law. If any question should be
raised on the subject, the Government have
ample power under the proviso to Clause
5 to deal with the situation.

Mr. McCallumi: Someone may quarrel
with that undertaking if it is not clearly
embodied in the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is of
course desirable that the Act itself should
be clear on the point, bat it is extraordin-
arily difficult to make it so. These men
will not be subject to the Act. I wish also
to refer to the case' of the professional
railway officers and the ordinary railway
officers. The Government will not permit
either of these classes of persons to pay
the tax, as well as suffer a reduction that
might come about through a variation in
the basic wage. The professional officers
work under a Federal award. I under-
stand they have already snffered a reduc-
tion at the rate of £16 a year Giving to a
drop in the basic wage.

Mr. Corboy: And they were previously
receiving £6 a year less than they should
have had.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Gov-
ernment will undertake to see that these
men do not pay twice. The same under-
taking is given respecting the non-
professional railway officers "'ho move up
and down in accordance with the under-
standing arrived at between themselves
and the Commissioner. When the basic
wage goes up the unions approach the
Commissioner and arrangements are made
with the Classification Board to increase
the salaries proportionately. If there is
a drop the same kind of action is taken by
the Commissioner and the rates of pay are
reduced accordingly. The Government will
undertake that these men shall not be
called upon to pay the tax as well as suffer
a reduction through the basic wage.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am sure the At-
torney General is anxious to achieve the
same end as we are, but I amn doubtful
whether his proposal will do that. Mem-
bers of the A.W.U. are not entitled to get
an award under the Industrial Arbitration

Act. I should like to know if the clause
is governed by the words "under the terms
of an award or industrial agreement." If
that is so, the insertion of the new words
does not carry us much further. The salary
referred to in the clause is that which is
paid under an agreement or award defined
under the Act, which does not cover the
A.W.U.

The Attorney General: The Chief Secre-
tary agrees that this will meet the case.

Mr. MeCALLL'M: .1 should have thought
that a simple thing to do wvas to say
"Where they are governed by an award
or agreement under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, or an agreement made by the
'Minister. " The Minister, however. may
refuse to make an agreement and again
the men would be cut out. I do think,
however, that before the word "fixed'' the
word "ordinarily'' should be inserted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am pre-
pared to embody the word "ordinarily"
in my amendment, and should be glad if
the Chairman would make the necessary
adjustment. I know the idea in the mind
of the member for South Fremantle is to
meet the situation of men whose remuner-
ation is not at the moment fixed by any
agreement but who, it is hoped, will later
on be provided for by such agreement.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Hill again reported with a further
amendment.

BILL--FINANCE AND DEVELOP-
MENT BOARD.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon Sir James Mit-
chell-Northain) [5.1] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is intended to,
and will if passed, give authority to a fin-
ance board to provide funds for the Agri-
cultural Bank. Parliament has always ap-
propriated funds for this institution, and
to-day we are depending upon the same
method for the raising of money by the
Federal Treasurer. We have first to go to
the Loan Council, and then the Federal
Treasurer raises the money. When it comes
to ordinary work, we can say, and do say,
that we have not the money and therefore
cannot carry on the work; but the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Bank go on from
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day to day. The institution is always car-
rying- responsibilities which must be met.
Mfent are engaged upon clearing land on
authorities issued perhaps a year or more

ug.The other day the total of anthorisa-
tions outstanding was just under £000,000.
The hank authorities thought it advisable to
cancel all the long-dated authorisations; but
even now there are outstanding authorisa-
tions to the amount of £330,000, and work
is being done under them. Other authorisa-
tions, moreover, have to be made. There-
fore it is necessary that we should be in a
position to meet our commitments for this
institution quite apart from our ordinary
requirements. The bank is nit institution
somewhat apart from ordinary Government
activities,. The Financial Agreement con-
trols the raising of money, and for the mo-
ment we find it difficult to get even a limited
amount. Now, in the other States there are
semi-Government institutions which have
separate borrowing powers; and by this Bill
we ask for similar powers. The Sydney and
Melbourne Metropolitan Boards of Works,
the Melbourne Harbour Trust, the Melbourne
Tramway Board, and the Syd ney Water a-nd
Sewerage Board all have separate borrow-
ing powers, and raise their funds outside the
L~oan Council. At the first meeting of the
Loan Council which I attended, authorities
totalling £7,200,000 to be raised by these
semi-Government bodies were mentioned.
Naturally, nothing was done without con-
sulting the Federal Treasurer. I propose
wider the Bill to create this finance hoard,
which would have power to borrow on be-
half of the Agricultural 'Bank. We shall
dleal with the London and Westminster Bank,
where we have had an overdraft for eight
years. This overdraft we use for loan work,
raising the money when the London and
Westminster Bank thinks the time favour-
able to pay off the overdraft. T am hopeful
that we shall be able to make such an ar-
rangement for this finance board, which
nturally will require a very much less

amount. In times, such as we are now pass-
in~r through, it is very convenient and com-
fortable to have the means of helpinczr far-
mers who will be in distress as regards put-
ting: in the next harvest; but naturally we
are powerless unless the Federal Govern-
ment can raise the money for us. As in all
the money raised we share with the other
States on the basis provided in the Finan-
Oal Agreement, it might happen that we

shouild not be able to get funds at all. It
is important that the development of our
industries should be carried on. Our far-
mers, particularly our single-crop farmers,
are long-term debtors. It has to be rememn-
bered that we take mnen from the ranks of
the work-eri for the development of the
country, men who have very little if any
mtoney, because they have only earned wages
(diring the years that have gone before. Ac-
cordingly we hare to finance them. There
are many things that this State will have
to p~rovide for itself, such as preserved milk,
chfeese anid bacon. They are foodstuffs that
could very well be produced here, hut will
not be produced by the aid of men who have
money now. We miust look for their pro-
dluction to men being settled on the landl
With the hacking of the Agricultural Bank.
We are hound to lose soniC mioney by this
proces, I suppose: buit the indirect gaina is
enormous. JTust iningine the indirect con-
tributions to the Treasury from the p~roduc-
tion of wealth by men who hare been estab-
lished under the bank. Last year agricul-
(aie returned about £25,000,000, which is
nearly twice as much as is owing to the Agri-
eutI hral Bank and the various eon-
enns attached to that institution. With-
out that help, we should be in a verly
had war. Therefore I have no hesitation in
asking for authority to appoint a finance
board who will raise a fund that is abso-
lutely essential to further development. We
can hardly expect men to go enthusiastically
on to the whe-at lands to-day, and they are
not going: but there are other avenues which
they can be encouraged to develop. Tn that
direction we can do some work which is in
a sense quite apart fromt the work we have
already' done of helping- our own people to
become farmers. To-day our boys find it
difficult to get into pernanent employment,
because there are no factories and the offices
are overcrowded. I wish to make it quite
clear that under the Financial Agreement
the Commonwealth Government pay one-
half of the sinking fund on all new loans.
That is a decided advantage to the State.
Under the scheme proposed by the Bill, the
Commonwealth would not make any con-
tribution towards sinking fund, which would
have to be found by the board.

Mr. Willeock: The Bill provides for the
Treasurer to make advances to the board:
too.
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The PREMIER:- So far as the money is
raised under the Financial Agreement, it
would carry sinking fund. The present
funds of the Agricultural Bank would be
transferred to the board, and all moneys, no
matter bow raised, for the Agricultural
Bank would pass to the control of the hoard.

Hon, P. Collier: Are you satisfied that you
can borrow for this purpose outside the
terms of the Financial Agreement?

The PREIER: I bav& ascertained that
there is no objection to the course proposed.
Other semi-Government institutions have no
trouble iii borrowing.

Ron. P. Collier: I1 understood it was, the
other way about. I understood they were
subject to the Financial Agreement.

The PREM~IER: NLo; they are free. The
Federal Treasurer refers them to the Loan
Council. Naturally we should not rush on
the market in competition with the Federal
Treusurer.I

Hon. P. Collier : Some of them have
power to borrow without the consent of
their Governments. Others, again, cam only
borrow with the consent of their Govern-
ments. You are making the power to bor-
row subject to the consent of the Governor
in Council.

The PREMIER: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier : They will not borrow

-without the consent of the Governor in
Council i

The P1REIER : The Loan Council will
ratise no ohiiectiun.

Hon. P. Collier: They cannot; lbut the
board will not be able to borrow except with
the consent of the Governor in Council?

The PREMI ER: Borrowing must be with
the approval of the Governor in Council.
The board appointed to control the financial
section will consist of three members. The
General Manager of the Agricultural Bank
will be chairman. The Under Treasurer win
be the second member. The third member
iny or not he a member of the civil service
for the moment. However, he will be a
member of the civil service. The board will
not only be responsible for the raising of the
money, but also for the payment of interest
and sinking fund. It will be their duty to
see that the interest and sinking fund are
got together.

Hon. P. Collier: How will they get on if
the interest and sinking funid do not come
in?

The PRIIMER: Then their own funds:
will have to cover the matter temporarily,
Usually, there is something approaching a
million pounds of interest outstanding-
That would be about a year's interest.
Sometimes the amount is lower. At any
rate, the board will have to become resp on-
sible in that respect, even if they have to
come to the Government to get the mtoney.
There is no intention to make any changes
in the personnel of the Agricultural Bank,
-who will carry on their work as they are
doing now. It will be necessary for them to
satisfy the finanee board that the muoney is
bv~inq wisely spent and that interest is being
6ollected. 'Enormous sums are being con-
trolled by. the Agricultural Bank to-day;
I think the outstandings total £12,000,000.
I have made some references to outstand-
ing loan authorisations. They are lower
no w than'they have been for years' past,
because of the existing position. 'The
State is responsible for all money that the
banik has invested and wiln be responsible
under the new scheme. it will hardly be
necessary for me to point out that the
effect of a bad season must be serious for
the Treasury. To-day's crop is a record
one, but unfortunately the prices are at a
very low level. It would he still more ser-
ious for us, however, if we had a complete
failure of the crop. Thank God, we have
never- had] a complete failure yet, although
in 1914 we had a serious drought. Even
then it did not apply to the whole of the
wheat belt, or to the Sooth-Western1 portions
of lte State. The position of the Agri-
eultural Bank has been serious since wve
accepted the limitations imposed under
the Financial Agreement. It is advisable
to remove the current difficulties as far as
we can by the appointment of a finance
hoard. it will be realised that because of

tlthe responsibilities of the managing
trnstee of the Agricultural Banik will lie
considerably increased. Conditions that
operated in the past were much easier
than those of the present or- of the future.
J, need not dwell upon our financial diffi-
culties, which have greatly increased. It
wvill be found that in a finance hoard, clothed
with the responsibility of meeting interest
chans'ea en1 ex~isig investments and in re-
spect of any further borrowings, we shall
have a body that will assist considerabl 'y in
the management of our financial institutions
generally, The usual machinery clauses are
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included in the Bill to provide for the estab-
lishmnt of the board and the appointment
of the members.

Hou. P. Collier: The trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank will still continue to function
as such, quite apart from the operations of
the finance hoard?

The PREMIER: Yes. The trustees will
remain in control of the position.

Hon. P. Collier: As in the past?

The PREMIER: Yes. The finance board
will be charged with the responsibility of
raising funds and of financing operations
generally, but will not interfere in the
slightest with the operations of the Agricul-
tural Bank, The general manager of the
Agricultural Bank will be chairman of the
finance board and will still be in charge of
the bank itself. There will really be the
finance board between the trustees and the
Government, but the board will have nothing
to do with the work of the Agricultural Bank
trustees. We do not interfere with the pro-
visions of the Agricultural Bank Act under
the Bill. The authority embodied in that
Act will be necessary. It will not be possible
to spend money, even when it is raised by
the board, unless that money is within the
margin available under the limitations Im-
posed by the Agricultural Bank Act. 1a
present a considerable margin of authority
for increased funds still stands under the Act.
Some months- ago the Commonwealth Bank
loaned to the Agricultural Bank £200,000 for
special work, such as fallowing and so on.
The bonds that were given to the bank as
security represent the only debentures in) ex-
istence uinder the old authority that the Agri-
cultural Bank has always held.

Mr. Wilicock: Was not that loan guaran-
teedl by the 'Federal Government?

The PREMIER: No. The Commonwealth
Bank loaned the money subject to the de-
bentures, which form their security. That is
a temporary arrangement.

Mr. Wilic-ock: But did not the Common-
wealth Government guarantee the Agricul-
tural Bank to the Commonwealth Bank?

The PREMIER: No.
Mr. Willeock: They said they would do

that.

The PRE'MIER: There is, of course, a
rural credit department of the Commonwealth
Bank, which in turn is part of the machin-
ery of the Commonwealth Government.

M1r. Willeock: I do not know that it is
part of the Commonwealth Government's
machinery.

The PREMIER: The State has handed to
the Commonwealth Bank the debentures I
have referred to. I merely mentioned that
point because those debentures are the only
ones issued under the recently amended leg-
islation. The object of the Bill will be fully
realised by the House. It is necessary to
carry on the op~erations of the bank- untrarn-
nielled by any failure on the part of the
Loan Council to procure funds. That is a
condition that obtains at the moment.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you in mind the
borrowing of money in Australia or over-
seas?

The PREMIER: It is in my mind to
borrow overseas and to secure the help of
the London and Westminster Bank to help as
temporarily by means of an overdraft pend-
ing the borrowing of a long tenn loan. I
propose really to finance the matter as the
Leader of the Opposition did when in charge
of the previous Government, and as I my-
self did for years.

Hon. P. Collier: The arrangement will be
mierely temporary pending the flotation of
a long term loan.

The PREMIER: That is so. The same
method of finance will apply as obtainer]
prior to the advent of the Loan Council. I
am sure the Westminster Bank will be will-
in- to assist us. It will be inadvisable to hold
money on credit if we can make the neces-
sarv overdraft arrangements.

M'r. Willcock: Oh, for the day when we
will be in credit again!

The PREMIER: The position may im*
prove and it may be that before the Prime
Mlinister (Mr. S~ullin) leaves London he
may have made some arrangements under
which the London market will be available
to us again. I do not think we could afford
to pay 6 per cent. on money borrowed for
Agricultural Bank purposes, and that is the
rate that applies to Anstralian borrowin.
Then again, I do not think it would be ad-
visable to borrow on the Australian mar-
ket. We want the cheapest money we can
procure and to get it when money is avail-
able. There are many advantages to be de-
rived from that method of finance. It will
free us in respect of any money that the
Federal Government can borrow for loan
works that have to be carried out. Every
year our authorisation for the Agricultural
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Bank goes on. This Year we may not have
to spend quite so much because at the mo-
ment wheat growing is not popular. We
have not been able to clear the additional
area desired for crop and, in the cirum-
.stances, we cannot wonder at that. A con-
siderable percentage of our borrowings has
been used for Agricultural Bank purposes.
The board wvill relieve the position regard-
ing flotations authorised by the Federal
Loan Council in respect of money we shall
require to lead to individuals. Western
Australia lends a great deal more to indi-
viduals than is loaned from borrowings in
any other State. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows how insistent the Agricultnral
Bank trustees are in their demands for
money to meet their requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: In our last year, I think
the amount required was £800,000.

The PREMIER -Yes. If we go back
over a period of years it will be found that
the requirements verged on £1,000,000 annu-
ally, and sometimes it was far more than
that.

Hon. P. Collier:- That is a big cut out of
the State's loan programme for the year.

The PREMNIER: Yes, it is. When good
times conic again for wheat farmers, there
will be a tremendous demand for money.
We will not reqnire so much money this
year, but I hope that condition will not last.
I referred earlier to the need for granting
assistance to put in the new crop. If
4,000,000 acres are put in, it will cost
about £4,000,000 to undertake thatt work.
At least £2,000,000 will be necessary
to assist those who will require aid in
their crapping operations, and not all by
the Agricultural Bank. It is in the in-
terests of the bank's securities that the
fallow land shalt be cropped. Naturally,
the bank must collect the interest owing
so that they may be able to grant further
assistance. People who are fighting the
elements must take risks. Should the rains
fail them, then they will have to fall back
on the people who backed them, and the
Agricultural Bank must not be restricted, as
it is, to the limited borrowings permissible
under the Loan Council. There is nothing
more I need say concerning the Bill. It is
perfectly clear that in other States there are
similar semi-Governmental institutions that
raise enormous sums of money. We shall
not require to raise an enormous sum here.
but we shall need some fnnds to enable us

to continue development, and, therefore, we
propose that the responsibility for providing
them shall be vested in the finance board.
It will really be a farmers' finance board
charged with the responsibility of raising
money, and of seeing that it is properly
invested and that interest is collected. I
movle

That the Bill be now read a second time.,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BULBS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Housing Trust.
With aniendietits.

2, Land Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL - INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
AOT AMENDMENT.

In committee.

M1r. Richardson in the Chair; the MinIS-
tee for Works in charge of the Bill.

Cuse 1-Short Title:

.Ir. MeCALLTJMI: It is desirable that the
Vill diould have a correct title. Wve have
mnany statutes the fundamental principh'Ai or
which are not indicated in the titles. For
the vonvenience of all who have to consult
the laws, the title of -the measure should
show clearly what the Bill seeks to accomp-
lish. Then in years to come when students
ar iscussing the Mitchell regime, they will
lie able to find the measure passed for a
2ednction of wages. The whole speech of the
Minivier for Works was in favour cf a re-
duction of wages. I move an amend-iet-

That the words "Industrial Arbitration Act
Amnendment" be struck out with a view to
inserting "Wage Reduction"' in lien

The clause will -then read, "This Act may be
cited as the Wage Reduction Act, 1930/"
etc.

The MHINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause clearly expresses the object of the
Bill, as the hon. member well knows. As
stated in the heading , it is a Bill for an Act
to make provision in the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act, 191-1925, for the adjustment
and amendment of the basic wage during the
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currency thereof. The hon. member said my
speech indicated that this was a wage reduc-
tion Bill. He quoted portions of my speech
anid, as usual, was deliberately unfair. The
portion he quoted could be twisted to suit
his purpose. I resent hiis statement that my
speeh was in favour of wage reduction. It
is for the court, and not for me, to say what
tto basic wage shall be.

MNr. SLEEMAN: I agree that this is purc-
ly and simply a wage reduction Bill. The
Governnc-±I have not introduced it to raise
the basic wage for the worker. They see
a ehancet to secure a reduction, and have
hopped in quickly to get it. The measure
will niot do a particle of good towards re-
lieving the unemployed difficulty.

,fr. 1(ENNEALLY: If the Bill did riot
become law, what would happen? A con-
.siderable rmount of additional wages would
be paid to the workers. Therefore that ans-
wers the question whether it is a wage it--

dluction Bfil. The declared intention of the
Mlinister is to get to the court before the end
of June and enable the court to reflect in
its determination the reduced prices of com-
modities. Why should he object to giving
the correct title to the Bill? The Govern-
went are reaching nut to save certain money,
but it will be dearly saved if it be at the
expense of the goodlwill of the people. I
s;ee no reason why we should not tse prepared
to come out in our true colours. It is as
well for those who follow to he able to get
some- information as to what this measure
ii, i-ho introduced it, and what its effect wvill
be. The people of the future will be bound
to look for a ivage-reduetion measure and
they certainly will not look for it uinder the
caption "Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment." Therefore we must give it its cor-
rect name.

Mr. BROWN:- How on earth this can be
called a wages reduction Bill is completely
beyond me. It is quite possible that with a
reduction in the price of foodstuffs there
may he a reduction in wages, hut it is also
possible that in three or six months time
if foodstuffs increase in price, wages may
also advance. I can come to no other con-
clusion than that these arc stonewalling tac-
tics again, and] members opposite are very
badly in needi for something to talk about
when they move an amendment such as that
which has been submitted.

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Pingelly is distinctly out of order in accusing

us of stonewalling, and I claim the protec-
Lion of the Chair against him. To stonewall
is highly disorderly, and therefore to say
that the House is disorderly-for that is
what the hon. member moans--is a reflection
on. you, Air. Chairman, as much as it is
a~yainst me as a private member. If any
member has been guilty of stonewalling, you,
-%r. Chai-nman, have condoned it. I take
exception to such a comment coming from
the member for Pingelly. We should con-
vey to the people that we arc endeavouring
to support the ambitious of the G-overnment
in regard to legislation.

The Chief Secretary: You have raised a
point of order; you can't debate it.

Hon. W. U, JOHNSON: No, 1 drewv at-
tention to what the member for Pingelly said
and I. accept the apology that he iintends to
.make. Of course I have no wish to incon-
venience the Committee by sitting down to
enable the hon. member to tender
the apology, though 1 do believe ho
whispered something about regretting
what he said. Regarding the amendment,
we should endeavour to have a title too..
will indicate exactly what is intended by
the provisions of the Bill. If we are to
have wage reduction, we must realise its
influence upon another section of the com-
munity, and one can illustrate that there
is room for sacrifices to be made. The mnan
that holds war bonds gets an extra Iper
cent.

The Chairman: I remind the hon. mem-
ber that we are not discussing war honds.

Bon. W. D. JOHNSON: It has been
claimed that a reduction in wages is
justified by the reduced cost of living. A.
man who receives 1 per cent, less interest
enjoys the reduced cost of living, and in
addition his interest is free from taxation.
XT think the man who holds war bonds,
after reading the reasons why the Bill waa
introduced, will conclude it is up to him
to play his part, and pay taxation.

MNr. Oriffths: He will rush it.
Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: Unlike the hon.

miember, I hare faith in human nature.
This is not a question of party polities, but
a question whether others will realise that
help is required at the present time. This
is a reasonable amendment, and will serve
to convey to the public what is being done.

M r. RAPHAEL: The Government
should be prepared to come out into the
light of day with all their actions. This
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amendment is a perfectly just one and will
serve to enlighten the people. When we
have legislation designed to bring down the
condition of the workers, the Government
ought to be pleased to let everybody know
what it really means. I appeal to the
Government to accept the amendment.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I cannot understand
the Government's objection to the amend-
ment. Because it is set out in black letters
at the top of the Bill that the Bill has
something to do with arbitration, is no
proof of its relation to arbitration, is not
evidence that the essence of the Bill is arbi-
tration. The whole of the Minister's argu-
xments and facts were designed to show
that a reduction in wages was desirable.
He built up to It', million the figure by
which lie wanted the workers cut down
this year. I (lid not misquote the Minis-
ter; there was no necessity to misquote
hili, for hi., statement, like hi9 intention,
was clear. His case was exclusively for
the reduction of wvages. He said the cost
of living to-day was 5s. less than when the
court fixed the basic wage, and that there-
fore it was necessary to reduce thle basic
wage. So if the Bill is not for the purpose
of reducing wages, what is it for? If I
have mnisuinderstood the Minister, so too
has every other member. He took us all
over the wvorld in searcb of measons why
our basic wage should be rednced. He
showed tha~t share values had fallen in
New York and in London. Did he by that
imply' that the basic wage in Western Aus-
trailia should be increasedq The Minister
totalled up the figures 1 quoted last night
and from them Argued that the workers
were getting money to which they'w;ere Dot
entitled. He let it be clearly seen that he
desired to take that money from them. The
member for Pingelly' demands that the
basic wage should he reduced every three
months.

Mr. Brown: I did not say that. I -aid
the object of the Bill is to have the basic
wage reviewed more frequently.

Mr. AMeCALLIUM: In order to repudiate
the wage fixed last June.

M r. Brown; When the cost of living is
low, would the hon. member like to have
to pay a high basic wage

Mr. NMcCALLUJM: The purpose of the
Bill is to upset the, decision given last
June. Doex the bon. member understand
that 1

The Minister for Railways: No, nobody
does.

Mr. MoCALLIUM: To what, end is that
decision to be upset? Certainly not to in-
crease the basic wage. The bon. member
will go back and tell the cookies that he
supported the Bill becaue if it were re-
jected wages would nise.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

M~r. MeCALLUM: Quite a number of
inembers opposite mnust have voted fur the
Bill believing liy statemient ws correct,
aind that the position set forth by the Minis-
ter was wrong. They thought the Bill was
brought down to reduce wages. if thait
is not so the best thing to do is to defeat
it straightaway, for it evidently does not
meet with the views of members opposite
wrho voted for the second reading. If it is
a Bill to reduce wages, my indnient
Ebould lie carried. Why did the Minister
quote the figures he did if not with the in-
tention of bringing down the wages rates
to the Federal rates? At present our rate
is 7s. above the Commonwealth rate, where-
as in New South WVales the rate is a shade
below the Federal rate. It is suggested that
because New South Wales is below the
Federal rate we should follow that example.
If I have misinterpreted the figures, what
constniction should be placed upon them?
Did tht; Government refer to the reduction
of Is. in house rent merely to indicate that
landlords %%ar becoming philanthropic'?
The Minister used figures supplied by the
Government Statistician befo~re they hadl
been made available to the public. Because
one industry in the State is unable to make
ends meet, the workers as a whole must
come d]own to its level. The -Ministar did
itot quote the "'heat farners and their posi-
tion, with any other object than to bringr
the workers down to that level. Undoubt-
cdlv the correct title of the Bill is a wage
reduction Bill.

Mir. ANGELO: I am remninded of these
words--

It is easy enough to smile,
When life flows along like a song,

But the man who's worth wile
TS the man who can smile,

Wheun everything goes dead wrong.

The Conmnittee owe thanks to the member
for South Fremnantle. After a long and
weary all-night sitting be was -able, first
thing this afternoon, to introduce a fund of
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light comedy into what is really a very
melodramatic sitnation. 'No memybeti on this
side of the House likes this Bill. No one
wants to see legislation of this character.
We have not liked the previous Bills. Prob-
ably we shall not like Bills that art to fol-
low. However, we must discharge our duty
to the State. It is true we have bad sec-
tional taxes. This Bill will impose hard-
ships on some members of the community,
but we all have to suffer. The± amnend-
inent is purely jocular.

Afr. GRIFFITHS: The Bill makes for
tither increase or decrease of the basic wage.
Just now there is likely to be a decrease,
but in future there may be increases. The
amendment should describe the measure as
"A Bill to reduce or increase wage-." The
Bill says that "the basic wage for Ihe time
being prescribed in every award and, indus-
trial agreement shall automatically become
increased or decreased."

Air. SLEEMAN: At election time lion.
members opposite proclaimed that (in no
account would their leader stand for reduc-
tion of wags. For that meason they do
not like the amendment, and wish the Bill
to go forth under a false name. If the
Arbitration Court did see their wvay to in-
crease wages during the current financial
year, the Government would bring down
another Hill to prevent it.

Mr. RENNEALLY: The parent Act is
entitled "An Act to consolidate -and amend
the law relating to industrial disputes, and
other relative purposes." The present de-
termination of the basic wage should oper-
ate to the 30th June next. The Bill pro-
poses to take out of the pockets of the people
some millions of pounds, on the M1inister's
own estimate. Can a measure with such a
purpose be termed anything but a Hill to
create industrial disputes? In no shape or
form is it a Bill to terminate indus'trial dis-
putes by arbitration or conciliation. The
present title is a complete misnome-. Ment-
hers opposite at-c ashamed of their own
action. The Government, if they remain in
office, can be relied upon to see that ro
increase of the basic wage is imde under
the Bill. Ministerial members do not wish
to help in the correct baptism of the meas-
ure- Last night's sitting awoke them to the
fact that the Bill does not tend to popn-
]arise them. The amendment should hie
carried.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

-20

23

Majority against ..- 3

ArtS..

Mr.
51 r.
Mr.
-MIt.
Mr.
M r.
Si r.
MIr.
Mr.
31r.

Collier
Corboy
CoverlW
Cunningham
Hegucy
Johnson
Kenaelll,
Lamond
Lute,
Marshall

alr. Angelo
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
'i r. Davy
Mr. Doney
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Keene.
Mr. Lathamn
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. J3. 1. Mona
Mr. McLarty

AYEs.
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Raphael

NOES.

PA IRS,

Amendment thus negatived.

Claure put and passed.

Clause 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-New section: Provision for re-
view and adjustment of basic wage during
the currency thereof:

Mr. MCCALLUM : I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 3 of the proposed new Subsec-
tion 1, ''quarter in the'' be struck out, and
tlie word " half'' inserted in lieul.

The change over from annual to quarterly
adjustments will mean going from one ex-
treme to the other, and I think a half-yearly
ml ' jnstment w~ill meet all requirements and
will lend mole stability to wvage condi-
tions. Our idea in the amending Bill we
introduced was not to have any definite time
fixed for an adjustment, but the Legislative
Council provided that there should he at
least an annual revision. In one of the other
States, the legislation has been altered to

Mr.-. Mcoallum
Mr. Millilngton
M r. Munsi.
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mlr. WVai~btough
Mr. Willeock
Mir. Withers
N3r. Paon

(Teller.)

Sir .himes Mitchell
Mr. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Please
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
N!r. .1. Mi. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Mr-. North

Mr. H. W. Mean
Mr. Teasl.t
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provide for half-yearly adjustments, and, in
my opinion, quarterly reviews are too fre-
quent as there are often violent fluctuations
between one quarter and another.

Mx. SLE EMAN: I support the amend-
ment, not because f like it but because I
realise that it is all that remains for us to
hope to achieve in the interests of the work-
ers, and it is certainly the lesser of two evils.
A half-yearly review will give the Govern-
nient Statistician and the Arbitration Court
some time to deal with other business. They
will not have that opportunity if they are
called upon to devote the bulk of their time
to work associated with the fixing of the
basic wage quarterly.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The clause indi-
cates that there is to be a review and adjust-
mnent of the basic wage during its currency
I do not think a quarterly review would be
just to those concerned. We ask the Comn-
mittee to extend a little further considera-
tion to the workers than is proposed in the
Bill. Some members on the Government
side of the House are not altogether enam-
oured of the Bill, and this will enable them
to meet our obj&tions half way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
point seems to be overlooked that there has
been a violent change iii the cost of living
during the last few months. The member
for Leederville said that the Bill could not
be given effect to until some time next year.
If the fixation of the basic wage is limited to
half-yearly periods, it is possible that there
may be an increase in the cost of living
during the ensuing six months and the
workers wil be deprived of any advantage
they could have secured from an earlier ad-
j ustment.

Mir. Wansbrongb: We will take the chance
of that.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
has been an extraordinary change, and I
think there will be a further upward altera-
tion in the future. I say that with all sin-
cerity. The member for South Fremantle
spoke about the legislation in the other
States and I gave all those particulars dur-
ing the second-reading debate. The South
Australian Art was amended in l1921 to pro-
vidle for half-yearly adjustments and the
New South Wales Ae wa,~ amnended in 1926
to provide for adjustment-s at intervals of
not more than six months. The Queensland
Act provides for adjustments "from time
to time" and the Commonwealth Act pro-
vides for adjustments quarterly. in Vic-

toria and Tasmania no basic wage provisions
obtain, and the awards follow the Federal
declarations quarterly. I have not heard of
any attempt being made to alter the Federal
system and I think it will be in the interests
of all concerned if we adhere to quarterly
adjustments.

Mr. KENNEALLY . Quarterly adjust-
ments may cause violent alterations. What
is the use of quarterly adjustments based
ul)on the cost of seasonal goods, the prices
of which are high or low during one quarter
only? What would be the use of fixing the
basic wage on the p)rice of commodities such
as potatoes and eggs that fluctuate so
violently seasonally? ]f -we are to have a
basic rate declared on or before the 15th
June, and operative from the 1st July fol-
lowing, what will happen to the figures sup-
plied to the court for the quarter ended the
30th June? The basic wage would have
been declared on the 15th June. It is nees-
niary, not only to adopt the amendment, but
to alter the date upon which the basic wage
shall he declared. If we are going to re-
pudiate our undertaking to the workers, let
us reduce it by at least half. That would be
fairer and more workable. Then the period
for which the basic wage would be declared
would be one marked by less violent changes
in prices.

Mr. McCALLIJM: The Minister has ex-
plainied that the shortest term in other States
is half yearly.

The Minister for Works: I said Queensland
makes adjustments from time to time.

Mr. McCALLVITit: The practice in Queens-
land has been to adjust the rate annually.

The Minister for Works: It has been ad-
justed tice within three months.

Mr. MIcCALLThL: In Queensland the
contt holds an annual sitting, just as we
have done. The Minister said that under tho
amendment there would be no declaration
until July, but according to the wording of
the clause, it could he made operative from
any date.

The Yhnister for Works: 'No alteration
after th. 'rst one.

Mr. Pan ton: There will not he too many
qu arters between January and July.

Mr. McCAILLUK: I understood the M1ix-
ister to say that there would be no adjust-
ment between now and July, the January
figures not operating because of the Christ-
was vacation. Under my amendment only one
adjustmuent would he missed. There is no-
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thing unreasonable in asking for what the
other States have. Quarterly adjustments
were never thought of. The Commonwealth
Statistician's figures that would give any
idea of the cost of living date back in a
complete form to :1920. Up to that year the
Commonwealth Statistician did not deal with
clothing. It is no argument to say that be-
cause the Government have the quarterly
adjustments we should have them also. It is
better that our adjustments should be uni-
form with those of the States than with that
of the Commonwealth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Act provides that the State Government
Statistician shall supply to the court index
figures for the last preceding quarter as
C-arly as possible. As the member for South
Fretniantle knows about the 20th of the month,
after the quarter, we get the figures from
the State Statistician, and they. are pub-
lished in the Press. The member for heed-
erville interjected the other night that the
court would he in recess and would not tome
back until February, and because the Bill
would not go through for two or three weeks
there would he no sitting until the court
returned. Assuming the court sits, then
the member for South Fremnantle wants the
adjustment for the following six months.
The next adjustmvent would be in July, and
by that time perhaps there might be a
change the other way andi it would go
against the worker. I gave the figures the
other night showing what had happened in
Queensland. Jn the space of three months
the Queensland court reduced the cost of
living, and that court did it under their Act
which says "from time to time' I have an
extract here from remarks made by Justice
Higgins on the Engineers' Award 'No. 113'
1920. He said-

It is very gratifying to find that a prac-
tice has grown up, :Ind is iticYIeasing uuiw that
employers and employees have come to un-
derstand the 'Tays of this court, of agreeing
to vary the basic wrage periodically, accord-
ing to the fluctuations of the tables of time
Couortwealth Statistician. The tables are
applied to mny rough and tenative finding of
7s- per day, 42s. per week, in the Harvester
case of 1907.

It is generally speaking uiniversal in all
awards. On my second reading speech I
mentioned the M-Ierchant Service Guild. In
one case the fluctuation had to be 20 points,
and in another case 13. Twenty points men
a shilling, and I have pilaced a shilling in

thi-i Bill. I see no reason for the amend-
ment. I feel certain it would not be in the
interests of the workers.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government should
he prepared to meet us in this direction, and
rPot by their action penalise not only one
man but all his dependants. We are told
that no repudiation must take place in re-
spect of the capitalist, but we find that the
Government are prepared to repudiate the
wvhole of the promises they mnade to the poor
workers who have been so misled, and now
in addition, the workers are to be penal-
ised. The Government are not doing their
job by fixing a three-monthly period for ad-
justmnents. We find that there is no call on
the capitalist class to show how miuch p~ro-
fit they are making in that period. I ap-
peal to memobers, who have made so many
promue .s which they have failed to fulfil,
to try to keep one to-night. It is up to
themn to keep at least half the promises that
they made and help us to retain what we
have.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. mem-
ber not to reflect on memibers.

31r. RAPHAEL: I don't think I could;
I am not capable of reflecting on them,
but if f were to express my feelings I might
get into trouble. I hope that the time will
never coma when, on the hustings, I shall
be found making promises that I have no
intention of keeping. I hope hon. members
opposite will keep their word just for once,
and. make the adjustment period six months
instead of three.

Mr. MI11LLNGTON: An amiendment like
this should be closely arg-ued. should not be
simply decided on a vote. Prior to the in-
troduction of this measure, mnembers of the
Arbitration Court wer-e :ilways in difficulties
over the interpretation of the Act. I remem-
ber sonic drastic criticism on that score in-
dulged in by a certain president of the
court. If the clause be passed as it stands,
the construction the president of the court
will put uponL it will be that in each ana
every quarter a prime inquiry should bu,
made.

The M3iinister for Works: That is right.
Mr. MILLINGTON: The clause does not

say so.
The -Minister for Works: But Section 121

of the parent Act says so.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]
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Mr. MIILINGTON:q' But this is an amend-
ment of the parent Act, and so -will be taken
by the court as a new instruction to bold
an inquiry each and every quarter. It would
be all right if it could be made clear to
the court that the basic wage inquiry is to
be made once a year, as a present, and that
at the end of the halt year the basic wage
is to be reviewed. I only wish the basic
wage when declared could he earned by the
workers. It is fixced on the assumption that
the workers work 52 weeks continuously in
every year. The court will be asked to arbi-
trate for men and women who are not work-
ing- continuously. The Government should
issue an instruction that where full time is
not worked, these automatic adjustments
shall not operate. In view of the -widespread
rationing of work, it is nonsense to instruct
the court to assume that all the workers are
working full time. I am sorry the Minister
is no longer here; I believe he has gone away
to think over what I have been saying.

The Minister for Lands: Why not cease
stonewalling?

Mr. MILLINGTON: I am not stonewall-
ing; I am very serious. Arbitration is not
popular with the Country Party, whose mem-
bers have been inviting the farmers to vote
for the abolition of arbitration. It would
serve the Government right if the court, after
considering this remarkably ambiguous
,clause, laid it aside altogether. It will save a
good deal of the time of the House and save
the court many a headache if the Minister
-will accept the amendment as a via media.
The amendment is a fifty-fifty proposal, and
so should appeal to a fifty-fifty Government.
I am sure the court would not like to bring
in a finding that would be different from
what the Minister intended. The employers
are beginning to grow tired of the principle
of arbitration, and the workers do not view
it too favourably. Neither party will know
how it w;ill get on from quarter to quarter.
Turmoil and dissatisfaction will rule every-
where in industry It will be too late then
to point to this pernicious principle as be-
ing the responsible factor. [f we could get
this fifty-fifty amendment agreed to, I am
sure the member fo:.- South Fremantle and
others. would do their best to see that the
adjustment of the basic wage was adhered
to. I am sure such a conscientious man as
the Minister for Works would have many
sleepless nights if he thought he had fath-

eyed a Bill which had led to the dislocation
of industry. It will require some strength
of mind on his part to accept this amnend-
ment. Here is a chance for him to drop all
party differences. If this amendment be
carried, the rest of the Bill will be vie-wed
by the Opposition from an entirely different
angle.

Mr. ANTON1.: This clause particularly
affects the issue I was discusising last night
with the Minister. It provides that the Gov-
ernment Statistician shall supply the court
with information which it may take into ac-
count in determining the basic wage. Once a
year only will there be an open inquiry. Aftev
the basic wage has been fixed at this open
and exhaustive inquiry, merely upon a set
of figures supplied by a Government official,
the court nay change the wshole thing.
Trade unionists will not be ready to place
the whole question of their wages in the
hands of one man, ]%r. Bennett does not
collect this information himself3 it is sup-
plied to him by the very people who will
benefit from this Bill. What means have
the unionists of checking these figures? How
can the Government expect the workers
calmly to view a reduction in their wages
under circumstances such as these? Will
the court have discretion to decide what con-
stitutes the end of a quarter? Will it start
from the time when the last basic wage was
declared ? I presume the adjustment will
be made every quarter, as from the end of
the first. quarter following on the 30th June.
The final quarter oif the current finanicial
year will begin on the 1st April, a fitting
day' to indicate how the workers will be
Cooled. What will happen with regard to
the quarter hc-itming on the 1st January?
Are the iiembt rs of the Arbitration Court
to take their Christmas recess at some other
period of the year? Will the court sit in
February and declare a basic wage for half
a quarter? I agree with the 'Minister for
Railways, that there is likely to he a dtown-
wnrdl course of the basic wage for sonic eon-
siderah', din 'e, and we are asked to pass
this cia.; -on a quarterly basis. Will the
Janua y declaration of the basic wage he
retrospective?7

The Minister for Works: I guarantee that
it will not be retrospective.

Mr. PANT ON: How can the Minister
-warantee that? The members of the Arbi-
tration Court arc not subject to poitical
influence.

2265



[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: The members of
the Arbitration Court have some intelligence.

MrI. PANTON: Should a determination
arrived at after full inquiry be upset be-
cause of figures obtained by the Government
Statistician from unknown sources? Under
the Bill the workers will have no appeal ex-
cept direct action. This Statc has enjoyed
industrial harmony hitherto, but the Bill
will not operate in that direction. The
workers wrill not he content to battle for the
best basic wage obtainable and then have it
upset on the strength of figures which they
have had no opportunity of checking. I
shall not voice my protest here, but -shall
make it in a place where it will have some
effect. The member for Perth has among
his constituents numerous workers who will
be affected by the cla use. Does the hon.
member repudiate the promises hie gave them
at election time?

Mr. Parker: The miember far Perth will
move api anmendmnent lpresently.

Ur. PANTON: If the 'Minister for Works
is not yet prepared to give 1VBY, we on this
side mnust keep onl trying.

Mr. HEGNEY: In the circmstances I
support the amendmentJ as furnishing the
best cou rse available. The representatives
of the parties concerned should be heard on
each occasion of the fixing of the basic wage.
TJo alter the determination at the end of the
three-mionthly period will be distinctly un-
fair to the workers. The object of giving-
the basic wvage a currency of 12 months is
to bring about stability. The Minister has
mentioned that in various States, including
New SHouth Wales, the currency of a deter-
mination is six months. I have here the
"Industrial Gazette of New South Wales,"'
from which I shall quote some interesting
opinions expressed on the 25th September,
1928, by Mr. Justice Piddington, a leading
industrial authority and adjudicator-

The Commission will review its decisions on
cause shown, :ind since tile exercise of its
statutory initiative when it determined to de-
dlare a separate rural wage is a-decision, then
the :uraouucent made in 1927, and repeated
in 1928, is reviewable like any other decision.
Those illustrations N-ill show 1ow ungrounided
is the ctlm of the emaployers' associations to
invoke by legal process :a decision from the
Commission as to the holding of a living wage
inquiry or its dlate. To entertaini that claim
as, a legal right would easily depose the Com-
mission from its position as custodian of
living-wage law, and make it umipire in a
series of six-monthly challenges, between de-

bating tennis. If we now re-opened tim gen-
eral living wage at the instance of employers'
associations we- could be moved, six months
after our decision, andi no matter what the de-
cision was, by employee associations, and in
another six months by employer associations.
till all stability of industrial rights or obliga-
tions disappeared in a perpetual see-saw of
controversy. As each notice of mnot ion wcas
served we must either refuse the applicant a
hearing onl the ground that -we have already
held an inquiry, in which case we should be
]eminded that our decisions are always review-
able, or else grant the application. In my
judgment on the general living wage in 1927
I pointed out that the Act does not oblige the
Conunisqsion to determine a standard of living
and declare a living wage every six mionths.
I said, "It may here be observed that it is
a mis9take to suppose that the Coma issiov is to
redetermine the standard and to redechlre the
living wage every six months. To do so would
be to deprive both employers and employed of
the stability and security which it has been
from tile outset one of tln objects of industrial
arbit ration to achieve. .. .... If the standard,
and with it the living wage, were to alter with
time frequency possible under the Act, employ-
ers would he subject onl the one hand to flue-
tuation, which would gravely hamper their
contracts and production and trading camn-
paig us, while the employees would h~ave the
standard uf living which the law desires to
have secured to them as insecure as ever against
thme (at times) violent alterations in their well-
being.

lin that passage M1r. Justice t'i-clingtoa.
litited out that a declaration of thie living
wage ever-y six nionthis would result in eon-
stll1, se'-m,g as between the enployer

assciaionand the cmplo3 as' or,,liimin
While that is so, the amndinmlr is er-
tainly prVeeable tim the provisions, of ti-c
r0aust' itself. I mnaintain that the orginnl

1-rngent for 12-monthly reviews should
stand. Time Govern neant should t Live ra-
solal in emc inisilein t ion to the ani il l nt andI
alford thu workers at least soniv seunty,
ad accordl theim the righht they Iliould ent-
Jur during the currency of the aivard as it
stands now. What other purpo. has the
vlause than to secure a reduction in wages?-
The Government have exhibited indecent
1h.m-tm to bing downn wag-es mierely hecause
the eost of coinunodities haAs shown signis of'
dleelining. Then again the workers have
a righI t to he heard upon any applin-iilion for
rreadjumstment of wages.

Mr. CI'NnIG1HAM): T was uindei' the
impression that should the Mfinister for
Works; not he equal to the recog'pnition of the
megrits of the amendmlent. that the Premier.
who does count in the couinvils of tltn' State,
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would take into consideration the advisa-
bility of securing- a measure of indust~rial
v: are. 'rhe six tw sevetn vears of immuniiity
from industrial trouble that we have en-
joyed iii coinl arison with the experience in
our sister States, was achieved as the result
of the Arbitration Act. Now the Act is to
be altered. 'This is a matter of poli,!y, and
the Premier is responsible for the Bill, but
it., ha not assisted Ii s M1inisters. Tb1'
Bill will largely destroy the efteetiveness
of the Arbitration Court because the addi-
tional work thrown upon that tribunal will
prevent thein fromi keeping pace with the
work of the court.

Mr. Sleeman drew attention to the state
of the Contmittee.

Bells rung and a quorumi formed.

[NJ-. Richardson, took the Chair.]

Mr. UUNININGHAM1 We are entitled to
know what prompted the Government to
introduce this provision. What is the need
for- it P In my opinion the Bill has been
dictated by the Premier.

The Minister for Works: Other speakers
have said thne Country Party are respoi-sible
for it.

31r. CUNNINGH4AM: The court will ho
sad~dled with additional work and will not
be able to cope with the claims presented
to it. We are entitled to have an explain-
lion front the IPremier.

The Premier: What is your reason for
objeeting, to it?

Mr. CUNNINGBIJA: The Premier ought
to intake a statemient.

T'he Premtier: Yon have said that 16
thines already.

Mr. CUNNIYOHA31: But the Premier
could satisfy mne with one reply. f am gladl
there is another place, because I do not
think members there will approve of this
provision.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resut:-

Ayes
Noes

19
23

Majority agairnt.

Are.

Mr.
M r.
'Ar.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mri.
Mr.
M. r.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MIr

Mr.
AIr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Corboy
Coverley
Cunningham
Hegney
W. D. Jlohnson
Kenae al
LAmee

Mcrallum
Miningurn

Angola
Bernard
11M.0
Davy
Unarey

Ferguson
Griffith.
Keen"n
Iath1am,
Lindsay,
H. W. Mann
J. L. Mean

Arm
Mr. Wilson
Miss Hot..n

Mir. mansle
Mr. Raphael
31r. Sleeman
,MIr. Troy
31 r. Walker

Mir. Wanobroough
Mr. Willenc
Mr. Witham.
Mr. P~ants,

(Tatter)

Nona.
Mr.
ar
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

3lcLarty
Janes Mitchell
Patrick
Pie.,,e
Sampson
Seaddan,
3. H. Smith
J1. M. Smith
Thorn
well.
Norta

PAIRS.
None.

Mr. Parker
Mr. Tei.l

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HI. IV. MANN: I move an amend-
met-

That after ''statemuent,'' in line 3 of tine
proposed new section, the words "in the pr
scribed farm'' lie inserted.

Section 152 (9) of the Act provides for
certain matters to be prescribed. The mem-
ber for Geraldton, speaking last night,
complained of the manner of gathering the
information on which the reports were
furnished. Quite a number of differences
are apparent between the Commonwealth
and State returns. Rent for a four or five
roomed house at Geraldton is shown by the
Commonwealth as £1 2s. 8d. and by the
State as £1 6s. 3a. There should be a
prescribed form so that a uniform return
would be received fromt all centres.

Mr. Wansbrough: Do not you think the
statement should be made on oath?

Mr. McCallum: This clause does not deal
with returns to the statistician. It deals
with returns from the statistician to the
court.

Mr. MANN: If the eourt required in-
formation in a prescribed form-

Mr. McCallum: The court has no say in
the collection of the information.

Mr. M1ANN: But I want the information
to be collected on a uniform basis. I on-
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derstand that the Federal Act requires the
information to be supplied on oath or by
declaration, but I do not wish to _o that
far.

Mr. KJLNKEALLY: I1 oppose the amend-
ment. Apparently the member for Pertha
has not read the Bill.

Mr. Sleeman: If he knewv what was in
it, he would oppose it.

Air. KENNFALLY: The clause provides
for the statistician to supply a statement
to the court. It does not deal with the
collection of the infornation. What we
hlave challengedl and shiall continue to
challenge is the source of the information
supplied to the statistician. The statisti-
cian merely works out a sum on informa-
tion supplied to him. If some arrangement
could be entered into, the information
could be made available to the consumers.

The Premier: The aciunient will im-
prove the Bill.

Mr. HENNEALLY: Why does :iot the
Premier enlighten us in that' direction?
The amendment has no more to do with. the
Bill than have the flowers that bloom in
the spring? Under the proposai we say
that the court should be supplied with the
returns on a prescribed form. Surely the
hon. member who moved the amendment
is acting -under a misapprehension. The
amendment will make it a ridiculous mea-
sure and I ask the Committee not to make
the Bim more ridiculous than it is.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I will do what I can
to help to secure a stricter supervision of
collecting dataq. But the amendment asks
that the Statistician should supply the in-
formation to the court, not from the in-
dividual who supplies the information to
the Statistician. I see glave danger in the
proposal. If information is to be supplied
on a prescribed form, the form will be
prescribed by the Government and its
scope may be limited. Thus, instead of
the court havingz full and open play, it will
be limited to just what the Government
lik e to prescribe on a given 'form.

.Mr. H. AV. Mann: The court wvill p:.,
scribe.

Mr. McCALLUM.: Who said so?
Mr. H. W. 1Mnn: The Bill provides, fo.*

that.

Mr. McCALLflI: If the information is
to go from the Statistician to the court, it
means that the Government may limit the

information the court will get. The mem-
ber for Perth is all mixed up.

Mr. Kenneally: Then he is quite normal.
Mr. McCALLTlM: There is it heap of in-

formation that the court may want and
the prescribed form may limit it. The court
may not want to be limited. Why does not
the hon. member admit what is at the back
of his head. He certainly does not want
the court to have all the information.

Mr. H. W. Mann: If I could, I would
mnove to provide a prescribed form for col-
lectors.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That would not make
the collectors get information. There is a
printed form that they ffil in now. I can
see all sorts Gf complications and positive
rl~nger in the amendment. It is anl
outrageous proposal. 'Why does not
'he hon. member admit that the amend-
ment has nothing to do with the collectors?
He is trying to shut the statistician's doors
against the court. Fancy establishing on
limited information a standard of wages for
the people! Why not let the court have the
full knowledge?9

Mr. H. W. -Mann : You are making
statements that are quite untrue, and mak-
ing thenm deliberately, knowing that they
are quite untrue.

Mr. MeCALLtIM: I ask, Mr. Chairman,
that that be withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
withdraw the remark.

Mr. H. IV. iMann: I withdraw.
.Mr. MeCALLUM: The index figure mndi-

.-ats; and values of certain commodities, and
all are set out under four different headings,
as in the latest declaration, food £1 16s.;
rent £1; clothing l3s. 6d.; miscellaneous 15s.
6d. Each year it is contended that the in-
formation supplied is not full enough, that
more is wanted, and each year it is proposed
either to add to or take away from the list
under "M1iscellaneous." The prescribed
form might wipe out half that list.

The Premier: The court will prescribe the
form.

Mr. McCALLUM : Of what advantage
will that be? At present all the court has
to do is to ring up the statistician's office
and get whatever information is required.
Then there is always an argument about the
rent, On the latest occasion the Manjimupl
rents were given as being 6s. 6d. on the
average. That was queried before the court,
and on inquiry it was found the average was
really l5s. 6d. See the damage that might
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be done if the coin t were bobbled] in its ini-
quirvies!

Mry. H. AV. 'Mannt: That is one of the
reasons why I am trying to get this in.

Mr. McCAILT'm: The bon. mnember is
trying to get it into the wrong place.

Mr. H. W. Manin: You are putting up a
fl.g argument on a wvrong principle.

Mr. %RCALLUM: I canl see what is going
to happen. To propose suli a thing as this
w'len a manl's wages are involved is a wicked
thing. The hon,. member is endeavouring to
deprive the workers of the advantage of the
court being fully informed.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I demand. Mr. Chair-
moan, that that be witbidrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 did not hear the re-
mark. Perhaps the hon. mnember will repeat
it.

Mr. MeCALILtM : I will repeat it all
right. I said that if the amendment is ear-
vied it can have no effect other than to limit
the information secuired by the court, If the
information is to be inl a prescribed form,
there must be a limit to that information.
What else call the amendment do?

Mr. Penton drew attention to the state of
the Committee.

Bells rung.

Mr. PANTON: Should the bells lie rung,
Mr. Chairman, before you -report to the
Speaker?

The CHAIRMAN: I think so.

[The Speaer resumed the Chair.]

Mr. SPEAKER T have counted the
House. There is a quorm present.

Mr. PANTO'N: I should like your ruling,
Sir. In the event of the Chairman's atten-
tion being drawn to the state of the Comn-
inittee, should lie not report to the Speaker
before the bells arc rung-, and should they
not then be rung at your direction?

Mr. SPEAKER: So long as I have been
connected with the House, and for the sake
of convenience, the hells are rung by the
Chairman or by the clerk at the Chiairmian's
direction. This is done in order to facilitate
the business. It is quite in order for the
Chairman to direct the clerk to ring the
bells.

[31r. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. MeCAILUMI: It would be impractic-
able to put the information in a prescribed

form. Frequently during argument a couple
of times in anl hour the court will require
further information.

Mr. EH. W. Mnnn: Read the Bill and you
will bee the necessity for the amendment

Mr. McCALLtJM: The hon. member has
not read the Bill. I appeal to the Premier
not to limit the court's access to the st~atis-
tician's information. How could the court
function if it. were restricted to the use of
infonnantiou only' when in the prescribed
form 9

The Premier: The bon. innimbers desire
is to give the court power to set up the re-
quest for information.

Mr. 'McCALLl'M: There is no limit to the
information for which the court may call.
No form could be devised that would be
likely to embrace all the information re-
quired in nn arguiment for fixing the basic
wi'age.

Mr. H. W. '.%ault: I desire that the court
shall have all the information it desires.

Mr. MeCALLL'M: Then the bon. member
should withdraw the amendment, because it
will only restrict the court. When there
is only one court operating, there is no-
thing to be gained by limiting its informa-
tion to a prescribed form. The court should
be free, and the whole of the information
in the statistician's office should be open to
it.

The Attorney General: IL would be diffi-
cult to provide what tile bon, member de-
sires in a measure of this kind.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I said that earlinr in
the debate.

Mr. Kerineally: Then why not withdraw
the amendment?

Mr. MeCALVM: The hon. member is
attacking the question from the wrong point.
The clause refers to "all other information."

The Attorney General: Would not thbe
amendment enable the court to lay down
what other infornmation it requires and do
it by regulation?

Mr. MeCALLUM: No: it is not possible
to foresee the informiation that the court
would require in an argument on the basic
wage.

'Mr. H. WV. Msann: My amendment makes
provision for that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The lion. member is
becoming- stubborn.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You are wrong.
Mr. 'MeCALLUM: How could the amend-

went help in the slightest degree? It is
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pot possible to have prescribed form to
cover all the various types of informattion
required.

The Attorney General: No-
Mr. H. W. M1ann: The information would

not be available.
Mr. MeCALLUM: That is the point I

am making. Why should not the hon. mem-
ber withdraw his amendment? It cannot
meet the situation.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Suppose at the first
quarterly review the court decides that fuller
information be given on the next quarterly
review; it will ask for that to be done.

Mr. McCALiAJM: That would be put in
the form of a letter eo the Government Stat-
istician.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I want the court to
prescribe the form in which the information
shall be given.

The Attorney General: That would niot
prevent the court from getting any other
information desired.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The amendment pro-
vides that the statement shall be supplied
in the prescribed form. If the clause is
left without any limitation the court will
be in a position to get all the information
it requires.

The Attorney Genera!: As the Bill stands,
the Government Statistician will decide
what statements will be put in. All the
amendment says is that the initial form shall
be that which has been prescribed by the
court.

Mr. McOALLUM: Then what is the use
of the amendment?9

Mr. H. W. Mann: Why are you argu-
ing against it?

Mr. McCALLlJM:t Because it is loaded.
I have no ulterior motive in opposing the
amendment except that I want to see the
court free.

Mi.. H. W. Mann: You are placarding
all the virtues upon yourself.

Mr. McCALUrM: The hon. member will
not open his mind to see the danger in
his proposition. I am fearful of it. The
homes of the people are in jeopardy.

Mr. H. W. MAJNN: I regret that the
bon. member should accuse Inc of Putting
forward something that is loaded. The
court is being asked to give a decision of
great importance to the parties concerned.
There is nothing in the Bill providing for
the calling of further evidence, or for the

cross-examination of the Government Statis-
tician on the informnation he supplies. As
.set out in Section 152 of the Act, the court
should say what information it desires.
This power should he set out in the Hill.
If the first set of informnation supplied by
the Government Statistician is not full
enough, the court should have power to ad-
vise him of the information it requires. The
court knows what will be useful to it in com-
ing. to a decision. It will have the same
desire us the hon. member to do the
right thing. He is wrong in im-
puting motives against those who hold
views different from his own. The
hon. member should not seek to take
to himself all the virtue in the State. I
am endeavouring to do right, just us he
is. If the manner iii which the power is
cxpressed does not meet with approval, it
can be altered.

Mr. RENNEALLY: If we paU3s the±
m.netidinent, we shall merely be Jprircribinz

what ii attainable. The court will be able
to utilise Subsection 8 of Section 142 by
Prescribing what is required. The amend-
nment asks that the information should he
given in a prescribed form. What the mem-
bher for Perth desires, the parent Act al-
ready provides. If the clause passes with-
out amiendmient, the court can prescribe a
form on which infonination is to be givea.
There is power for that in the parent Act.

Mr. H. W.Mann: No. All the power the
court have is to accept a statement from the
Government Statistician's office.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That assertion has
been proved incorrect The subsection gives
power to make regulations prescribing any
act or thing necessary to supplement or
render more effectual the provisions of the
Act as to the conduct of proceedings hefor-e
the court. The court has power to pre-
scribe a form setting forth the lines ont
which informnation is desired. Under the
amendment, howvever, the court could not
get the informnation except in the pre-
scribed form.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Prescribed by the
court.

Mr. KEYNEALLY: The contenttion or7
the member for South Fremautle hol&k
good, that we should not limit in any man-
ner the informnation going lbefore the court.
As soon as we attempt to impose a limita-
tion, we shall be moving in the direction of
having Parliament controlling the Arbitra-
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lion Court. Let the court be free, unfet-
tered and untrammelled in obtaining infor-
iation. The amendment should be with-
drawn. The mover has admiitte'l that hie
cannot get it inserted where he wanti, it.
Then the better course is to let the matter
alone, and not try to get tile amen~dment in
somewhere.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
strong opposition to this amendment is sur-
prising. I fail to see the danger whichl has
been suggested. After all, the schenie on
which the Bill is drafted is that the initia-
tion of the inquiry is by delivery of a
statement to the court. All the amendment.
does is to give the court the power, if they
choose to exercise it, of saying what fortc
that statement shall take. If I had the
slightest suspicion that the amendment
might have the ill results suggested by the
imember for South Fremantle, I would op-
pose it. If there is no prestribed form, any
olId form will be used. Many things arc
-directed to be done in accordanice wit!,
regulations and by-laws, but are done with-
out those things existing. Under the Adop-
tion of Children Act, regulations :irc sup-
posed to be made, but none exist in fact.
-if no regulations were framed, the court
would carry on without them. All that
is intended in the amendment is that the
initinil statement furnished by the Govern-
ment Statistician shall be in a form
prescribed by the court and embodying in-
formation that the court may desire. It
cannot restrict the perfect freedom of the
court to secure all the information neces-
Sary.

Mr. McCALtAM: It is clear to mue that
once the form is prescribed, the informa-
tion to be furnished by the Government
Statistician will be limited to the particu-
lars embodied in that form. That has been
my experience in the past.

Mr. H. Wt. Mann: But the court will ask
for all that is required.

Mr. UcCALLUM3: I have had consider-
ably more experience that any member sit-
ting on the Government side of the HousA ,
and I am aware of the dangers and possi-
bilities of such a proposal.

[31r. Richardson took the Chair.]

The 'Minister for Railways: You are
-seeing red to-night!

'Mr, MeCALLUM: I don't want to see
-red; I don't want to see danger in a mat-

ter of this description. There is nothing.
of more vital importance than the welfare
of our men, wvomnen and children, and their
interests are to be determined on a pos-
sible basis of restricted information. if
my fears are groundless, and the almend-
ment will do no harm, why press it?

Mr. EH. W. Mann: Then you have no con-
fidence in the court.

Mir. McCAILLIM: I am 'tot arguing from
that star~dpoint, but front the point of view
of restricted evidence.

Mr. H. W. Mann: But this will merely allow
the court to ask for what is deemed neces-
sary to enable them to arrive at a deter-
ination.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Once piaties enter
into an inquiry of this description, no one
can possibly tell what information will be
required to enable a settlement to be
reached.

The Attorney General: The only point
about it is who'her the amendment will
interfere with the freedom of the court to
secure all the information neesssary. You
say there is a danger of that; for the. life
of me, I cannot see how there can possibly
be any such danger.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am sure the pro-
posal is dangerous. In any case, the
amendment is not necessary in order to
enable the court to call for what informa-
tion they require in whatever form is de-
sired. I have with me copies of documents
issued by the court showing what inform-
ation was required from the parties con-
cerned, and the various headings are set
out.

Mr. H. Wt. Mann: And you will admit that
has not cultailed the freedom of the court.

Mr. McCALL1JM: Of course it has not,
but it shows that the amendment is not
necessary. The amendment will not help
in any degree whatever, for it can only
restrict the inquiries of the court.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I say it is a necessity
to the Bill.

Mr. McCALLIIM: Then what was the
draftsman doing-, to omnit a necessity?)

The Chief Secretary: Draftsmen often
make errlors.

M.%r. McOALLTM: Yes, I have dis-
covered quite a few of them.

'Mr. H. WV. Mann: Do you think you are
the only one who can discover errors?

Mr. MceCALLflf: Frequently when a
case is being heard before the court it is
found necessary to send out for special in-
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.formation. Nobody can ever say exactly
what information will be required during
an inquiry. Fancy making it necessary
that all information supplied must be mn
a prescribed form! Uf the amendment is
not loaded, why is it being pressed?

Mr. H. WV. Mann: Every member is en-
titled to press his amendment.

Mr. McCALLUM: But when the beat
that can be said in favor of it is that it
will do no harm, why press it? I hope the
amendment will be defeated.

Air. KFl~NNEALaLY: I- understand that
what the member for Perth desires to have
inserted in the Bill is a provision that wil
enable the court to get whatever informa-
tion it requires. Subsection 1 of Section 152
of the parent Act makes provision that the
court may make regulations for prescribed
forms and documents to 'be used for the
purpose of the Act. There we have pro-
vided the very thing the hon. member in
seeking to insert in the Bill. Yet the claim
has been advanced that unless we agree to
the amendment the court will not have
power to get this information in a pre-
scribed form.

'Mr. H. W. Mann: All that this does is to
compel the statistician to supply infonn-ma
tion.

3Mr. KENNEALLY: While Section 152
provides for the information to be stupplied,
the amendment would limit it to informa-
tion supplied in a prescribed form. The
information available to the court should
not he limited.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fears
of the members for South Fremnantle ad
East Perth are not wvell founded, but at the
same time, the amendment is redundant.
Any information supplied to the court would
be in a prescribed form. A tribunal charged
with the duty of fiing the basic wage and
requiring information to carry out that duty
must specify certain heads. in other words,
they must prescribe a form.

mr. McCallumn: The court merely draws
up a form.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is pe
scribing it; there is no difference.

Mr. MeCallum: But this must have the
approval of the Governor.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: -Not at all.
Mr. McCallum: The Act provides for it.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.

member means that the exercise of the power
by the court must be approved by the Gov-

ernor, but the Governor has approved of
the power to the court. In my opinion
members are fighting a shadow and have
been doing so for hours. The court has all
the powers that the amendment would give
it. it already prescribes the definite form
in which it requires the information.

1%r. MeCALLUMl: If the amendment be
pressed, I shall move to add words to it
in order to relieve some of my fears. I
move--

That the amendment be amended by add-
ing "but which will in no way limit the in-
formation which the court may require the
statistician to supply."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
listened to the discussion for the last two
hours and I do not consider that the amend-
ment will do either harm or good. The
member for South Fremnantle desires to en-
sure that the effect of the amendment wvill
be nullified. I ask the Committee to reject
both proposals.

Mr. Kenneally: 1-ad you said that before.
it would have saved two hours diseussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wished
to hear the views of the Committee. The
whole of the powers desired] are p)rovided for
in the Act. The court has alwvays asked
for the information it required and has re-
ceived the information from the statistician.

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I move an amendment-
Thaot after ''quarter,'' in line 6 of the pro-

posed new section, the words ''together with.
a detailed statement giving the methods em-
llOvcd in arriving at the variation, if an,''
he Inserted.

The amendment is necessary because we
shall be practically giving the power of
making the determination to the statistician,
writhout representatives of' the employers
and employees having an opportunity to
cross-examine the statistician or pitt tip a
fight for their respective interests. The
details of how the Government Statistician
makes up the informationm he supplies to the
court should be shown, and, if necessary, he
should be cross-examined.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I op-
pose the amendment. The court always asks
for the information referred to by the hon.
member, and invariably gets it. That is al-
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ready provided for in the Act. The amend-
ment is certainly not designed to improve
the Bill. The hon. member should he fair.

Mr. Sleemian: If you were a worker you
would better appreciate the position.

The MNf\ISTER FOR WORKS: 21cm-
hers% opposite have done nothing for the
past few hours but oppose the Hill. The
court need not act solely uI)on the infor-
mation that is supplied by the Government
Statistician. It can be trusted to get to-
gether all the information it requires to en-
able it to arrive at a proper conclusion.
Only when the court is satisfied with the
proof afforded to it will a decision be given.

Hon. AV. D. JOHNSON: The amendment
is an effective direction to the court that it
should check the information supplied to it
by the Government Statistician.

AMr. Sleeman called attention to the state
<if the Committee:

Hells lung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As it will be
necessary, according to the Bill, to review
the basic wage more often in the year we
ought to examine again the parent Act from
that point of view. We do not know enough
about the methods employed by the Govern-
ment Statistician in arriving at his decisions
on various points connected with this matter.
As the Bill stands, the matter is decided
purely on the Government Statistician's
figures, no evidence being called. At the
.annual review, in addition to the figures
submitted by the Statistician, the question
-of the basic wvage is argued by the repre-
sentatives of employers and employees. At
the quarterly review there is no such discus-
,son. The member for Fremantle asks that

he Statistician when submitting the
filmrs shouild stalle the methods em-
pl oyed. Further, the member for South
Fremantle will move that the Statis-
titian's statement shall he subject to
examination by' representatives of both
sides. Such examination is the more neces-
sary when the basic wage is declared quar-
terly instead of annually. Both the em-
ployer and the employee should have the
assurance that their respective interests will
be protected. The matter is of grave im-
portance, affecting the standard, methods
and quality of living of men, women and
children. The difference between us is that
one side considers the determination

should be done often, while the other side
considers it should be done thoroughly. Thie
members of the court should k-nowv exactly
how the Statistician has arrived at his state-
anent. Later, this clause should be amended
so as to afford representatives of both sides
opportunities to further investigate the
Statistician's figures, so that, if necessary,
the statement may be referred back to him
for further inquiry. In the absence of such
precautions injury may be done to humanity.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I see no inconsistency
between the Opposition's stand on this
amendment and their stand on the last one.
The Minister could have saved time on the
previous discussion by rising earlier to soy
he was opposed to the amendment, The
present amendment asks for information as
to the basis on wvhich the Statistician's
figures are framed.

Mr. WK1WNEALLY: I hope the amnend-
ment will be accepted. The Minister l1:r
admitted that the annual declaration is still
to take place on or before the 15th of June
each year, and to begin to operate in the
1st July following. Under the Bill the dle-
claration will be subject to quarterly varia.
tions. If the annual declaration is still to
take place and the parties interested are to
appear in the proceedings before thit de-
claration is made, then thle information on
which the quarterly declarartion is to bo
based should be made available to the re-
presentatives of both sides. Those repre-
sentatives can advance their contentions as
to the cost of living before the annual de-
claration; and if that procedure was to be
consistently followed, there would not be
so much opposition to the quarterly declara -
tion. But the procedure is not to apply to
tile quarterly determinations. The annual
inquiry will become more or less a farce,
because the altered conditions imply that the
basic wage wvill be declared on the Statis-
tician's figures. If wve do not provide that
details shall be available to the court before
the annuall declaration is made, then the
court will not know exactly onl what the Gov-
erment Statistician arrived at his conclu-
sions, which influenced the fixing of thle
quarterly basic wage. Care should he taken
to see that the utmost possible information
is placed before the advocates repre-
senting their respective principals, so as to
enable them to deal wvith the basic wage oil
an adequate basis. The decisions arrived at
quarterly will be largely dominated by the



2274 [ASSEMBLY.]

Government Statistician's figures, and the
amendment will ensure that full detoils re-
garding the methods adopted in compiling
the information, together with the reasons
that influenced his decision, shall be made
clear by the Government Statistician to the
court. I am afraid the annual declaration
will be somewhat of a farce unless the details
and complete information I have referred
to, are available to the advocates.

The Minister for Works: That informna-
tion will be available to the parties.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That refers to the
annual investigation, but I amn concerned
about the quarterly decisions as well. I
want the reasons for any alterations that
determined the quarterly adjustments to be
available to the advocates.

Mr. H. W. MANN: I intended to support
the amendment because I thought it would
achieve what I desired to do at an earlier
stage. As the member for South Fremantle
las asserted that this is done now, the
amendment is therefore unnecessary.I
hiall vote against it

12 o'clock mnidnight.

Amendment put, and at division
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

taken

20

Majority against . . 2

At r. Coarboy
mlr. Coverley
.M.r. Cunningham
Mr. Heaney
Mr. Jobnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Lamoad
Mr. Later
" r. Marshall
" r. Mcallhum

"Mr. Angeln'
Mr. Darnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. DAVY
Mr. DoOCY
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Griffitbs
Mr. Keenan
.Atr. Latham
MI r- Lindsey
Mr. H, W. Moan

Argo

No"

M r. fiilingtc
Mr. Munts)*
Mr. Raphael
Ar. sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
M r. Wanshroi
Mir. Willcock
M r. witbers
Mr. Parton

M r. .1. 1. Me
Mr. 3lcLarty
Sir JIamesl
Mr. Patrick
M r. Please
Mr. Samposf
M r. Seaddan
Mr. J. H. Son
M r. Thorn

Mr. Wells
Mr. Wormb

aC

Anss.
31r. Wilson
Miss Holman

PAIRS.
NOES.

Mr. Parker
Mr. TeeaGtO

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, MeCA.LLTJM1: I move an amend-
luent-

That in line 7 of Section (1) of proposed
new Section 124A the word ''one'' Ie struck
out, and ''five'' inserted in lieu.

This deals with the money side of it, hut
I wish to say a word or two about a point
raised by the Chief Secretary Lims night.
Only yesterday while we were discussing the
effect the reduction of wages would have on
industry, that very point was being dis-
cussed at the basic wage inquiry in the Conm-
monweafth Arbitration Court, The two dis-
eussions-ours and theirs-were proecding
Simultaneously. The argument in the Corn-
inonwealth Arbitration Court is reported in
this morning's "West Avistralinii.' Pro-
lessor Coplanad, Dealt of the Faculty of
Commerce at the Mfelbourne tUniversity, wvas
giving evidence. I do not subscribe to the
idea that the views of these professional
gentlemen should be accepted its tichol-
lengeable. Battier would I take the opinion
of a hard-headed practical manl of affairs
than that of these economists, some of whom,
have their heads too far in the Aoud', and
will not come down to earth. As T Say,
Professor Copland was% under examnination-
on the subject of reduced wageg in the
Federal Arbitration Court yesterday, and I
want to submait this extract taken fro the
report in to-day's "West Australian"i-

Assuming that a 10 per ceat. decrease is
made in the workers' wages, would the 10
per Cent, extra going to the emiployers pro0-
v'ide more employmet?-Not exactly.

Kh The emploYer may, not enmploy additional
151 men. HR may buy a motor ear or go for %

trip?-So, he may not employ extra wage-
earners,

(Teller). Is there not sonme danger of shifting tbe
spending power from these people who do
spend to. employers who do not spend ?-Xo,

n1 do not think so, Ibecause the employer is
most anxious to increase his output if lit' can

Mitcell do so, to cover up his losses.
But the bigger the income of many of them

the more they go in for luxuies? -l agree
with that entirely. Some of then,, are settingr
a very bad example.

fth And if they get a little bit umore off the
worker they may set a worse examplef-If
I thought that would happen I would
preach that the workers should get more in-

(Teller), stead of less.
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The whole of this money is to lie trns-
farred from time worker to the employer, and
tile point to be decided is whether i.- is bet-
ter for the nation's necessity, a viewpoint
expressed by the Chief Seeretary hIsst night,
or whether by the mioney heing trainsferred
lo the employer it would create more emt-
Iloynient than if it remained with the cam-
Iloye, The Premier hinLself has had an
experience recently; hie offered to the
farmers money for new clearinz, but they
would not accept it for that purpose. At
jiresent the basic wrage money is with thme
flmployees amid they are spending iL on Ans-
tralian comumodities. If the money be taken
from them their spending power ill be
reduced and that will hive its effect omi in.-
dusiry, and men will be thrown out oi
work. So the money will be tranisferred. t
itme employer. Even if the employer puts
it back into industn % it cannmot create mnure
enmploymnent thmamn is being created to-day
tins tihl resunlt of the momney being- put into
sirulliom by the emiplo yee. Trhere is
always the possibilit 'y of the emiployer
spending it on a trip abroad, on Ihe M1el-
bourne Cup or on a. amotor ear, or iinvetiziLw
it in Comunwenith bonds for use, to pay.
interest overs eas. Time wm-kinim-ii, on the
other hand, would spend it and create more
employment.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS : I do
not know what precedent there is for the
[!on. member's proposal, but precedents are
to be found. in the Arhitiaiom Court
nwxards. I have mentioned those o f the Mer
chant Service Guild where the variation is;
made when the alteration in the indexv fig-
uire is 20 points, and of the wharf labourers;
where the variation is made with an altera-
tion of 13. 1 also explained that 20 points
meant Is. We could have specified 20) points
imi the Bill, but instead of that Is. was in-
tecrted. The Bill does, not require that an
Alteration shall he made when the varia-
tion is Is.; it says 1-s. or more per week.
To provide 100 points, which would be five-
times the number stipulated in any Federal
award, would not be right- I cannot accent
ihe amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

MIr. SLEEMAN: I move an am end-

That in line 10 of the proposed new section
the words ''of its own motion" be struck out
with a view to inserting ''Iafter hearing the re-
presentatives of the employers and employees

who shall have the right to cross-examine the
statistician.''

The parties, if thmey so desire, sheould have
ai right to he represented in the court and.
to cross,-examine the statistician. Otherwise
it will be not the eourt, but the statistician
wrho will practically deliver time doterrnina-
Lions.

The MNLNSTER FOR WORKS: The
ordinary 12-mosxthly determination is being
retained and registered organisations may
appear before the court where evidence will
be temndered and the rise or fall in exmmmodi-
ties decided upon. After the court has
decided what constitutes the basic
wage, time standard will remain fixed
for 12 months. The onlyv variation
wvill be that based on the statis-
tician's figures and the cost of living
during each quarter. Tf we provide that
the court shall not act of its own motion, it
wvill destroy the Bill. If we provided also
that everybody could he represented at every
inquiry,, the court would he sitting the whole
year round on the question of the basic
wage.

Mr. SLEEMIAX: This is the most import-
ant determination that the court has to
mnake, and too much time could not be

givemn to its consideration. The Government
have not only brought down a wage reduc-
tion Bill, but apparently they wish to debar
the parties from appearing. Consequently
the statistician wiill, in effect. say to the
court, "This is what I find and this is -what
yvou have to wor-k on." It is only reasonable
that the emnployers and employees should
have the right to cross-examine the Govern-
ment Statistician and endeavour to show him
whore his mnethods are wrong, if they hap-
pen to he so. I thought this was the one
amendment the M1inister would agree to.
We are not asking anything for the one side
tht we are not asking for the other. If the
Government refuse to accept this amiend-
mneat they will be condemned for all time
in the eyes of the workers as well as of the
employers.

.1r. PANKTON: The Bill provides that the
basic wage may be altered once in every
quarter. Only once in every year, in June,
does the -Minister intend that there shall be
a full amid comprehensive inquiry into the
subject. As a result of that full inquiry the
basic wvage will be fixed, not for 12 months,
hut for the ensuing quarter only.
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The Minister for Works: The court de-
cides on the principle.

Mr. PANTON: To the worker one of the
most important factors is the amount he re-
ceives in his pay envelope each week. Now
he is not to draw that amount for the whole
year, but only for the first quarter after the
determination of the Court in the first in-
stance, when the same basic wage may be
renewed if the Government Statistician fails
to satisfy the court to the contrary. With-
out any open inquiry the court will be able
to alter the rate by as much as it thinksA ft,
accordinig to the figures supplied.

The Premnier: That is the Federal system.
*Mr. PANTON: The Federal system is

bad.,. There is no annual inquiry in the Fed-
eral, arena.

Tb Minister for Works: Our system is
better than that.

.Mr. PANTQN: Yes, it would be if we
gave both sides the right to cross-examine the
Goverinment Statistician every' quarter on
the statements he puts in. In no court in
the world will it be found that people are
treated as they will be treated under this
Bill. If there is a sudden rise in the cost
of commodities, Mr. Carter, for the Em-
ployers' Federation, wvill want to see the
figures and know how they are made up.
The union representatives will want the same
thung.

The Premier: I hope there will be a rise,
or we shall all be "broke."

Mr. PANTON: If there is a rise it is all
the titoe reason why both sides- should hare
the right to see these figures Who can
say what will happen within the next six
monthsi

The Premier: Or the ne~xt mornh.
Mr. PANTON; Both sides should have

the right to inquire into the figures. It is
a matter of only one day's hearing by' the
court. The slightest mistake on the part
of the Government Statistician might make
a tremendous difference in wages, up or
down, and some opportunity should be given
to both sides to test them out. We are
asking little enough in advancing this last
request.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: I am prepared to dis-
cuss this Bill all night unless the Govern-
ment are willing to show our side some eon-
sideration. Instead of doing that they have
so far used their brutal majority against

us, and the Minister has Dot even replied
to our statements.

The Minister for Works: You must have,
been asleep when I did so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am never asleep on
these Occasions. I am going to endeavour
to. see justice done to the workers. NNe
are not asking for anything unfair. The
Government Statistician may make a mis-
take in his figures; he is human and is
therefore not infallible. We are all liable
to make mistakes, even the Premier and the
Minister for Works. Why should either
the representative of the employers or the
representative of 'the workers be debarred
from examining -the Statistician's figures!
If we are to get no concession whatever,
w~e on this side will try *to weary hon. mem-
bers opposite. In this miatter I speak on
behalf of the employers too. Their repre-
sentative, Mr. Carter, will be anxious to
point 6ut any mistakes which may be made
by the Government Statistician and which
May not be noticed by the court. Should
not the statistician be subject to cross-exam.
ination when he has the livelihood of men,
women and children in his hands? He
ought not to be set up as a great white chief
or a great slave chief. The court is to act
on his figures without question. This is no
small matter, and yet Ministerial members
merely shake their beads and use their
brutal majority. The Government are pre-
pared to shove the Bill through without
paying any regard to the workers, or even
to the Employers' Federation. At other
times Ministers are perfectly prepared to,
extend consideration to that body.

The Premier: Y-ou ought not to say that.
It is not true.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is true. The Govern-
ment's trouble is that if they allow the Em-
ployers' Federation to be heard on this ques-
tion, the wvorkers must also be heard. Anyv
change in the cost of living is to be infer-
red soletv from the statistician's figuresA

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . .. 19
Noes . . . .2

M.%ajority against . .1
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Mir,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
_Mr,
Mr.
'M r.
Mr.,

Note.
Mr. TaWftai.

Mr. Parker

Amendment thu,; negatived.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause:

Mr. PANTON: I move-

That q new clause, to stand as Clause 4,
be inserted as follows :-'This Act shall have
effect as fromt and including the 1st July,
1931, and shall con tinuc ini operation until
the 30th June, 1932, ad no longer.''

The Bill is purely experimental. The first
part of the new clause will mean that we
shall honour the contract entered into be-
tween the workers and the Arbitration Court
that the award of the court issued as f rom
the 1st July last, shall continue for 12
months. The Minister himself has said that
nothing 'Can he done regarding the legisla-
lion until after the Christmas vacation, and
if we agree to the amendment, 'we shall at
least fulfl the eontract in respect to the
basic wage declaration. Then, if we give
the Bill a trial extending over 12 months,
the Government will he able to note its oper-
ations. If they find that it leads to indus-
trial unrest, as I think it will, they will
then be able to drop the measure.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
propose to accept the amendment.

Mr. Panton: You will agree to nothing!I
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It must

he recognised that we arc living in abnormal

Corboy
Covemb
Cunningham
H-egney
.lohnsnno
Kenneatly
Lament
Lutey
McCallum
Millliutan

AnM&
'Mr. lMints
M1r. fenton

r.Sinemas
Mr. Tray
Mr, Walker

Mr. XWensbrwigh
Mr, Wilicock
Mr. Withers
M r. Rapboel

ITeller

Noss,
Mr, J1. 1, Mann
Mr. MeLarty
Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Patrick
Mr. Please
Mr. Sampson

M r. Scaddan
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Mir. North

M r. Angelo
Mr. Banr
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Daney
Mr. Ferguson

Mr. fiths
Mr. Xeeuan
Mr. Latham
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. H. W. Vann

Arms.
Miss ifolnm
Air. Wilson

times. I pum surprised that the hon. member
should class the Bill as experimental legisla-
tioni. The piovision for quarterly adjust-
ments has applied in the Federal arena for
year., passed.

Mr. Panton:. Nrot regarding the basic
wage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The amendment will mnean. that nothing cant
he done tinder the measure before the 1st
Tidy next.

1Mr. Panton: I doubt if anything will be
done before then.

Th MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
be surprised if that is so. When we were
dealing with another amendment, it was
suiggested that a day only would be required
to secure a decision. Now a very different
attituode is adopted. The hon. member's
proposal is merely for the purpose of de-
feating the objects of the Bill,

'Mr. Pauton: I would not do such a thing!
Mr. SLEaEMAN: Oiie of these days the

Mitnister will make a mistake and will agree
to something! The amendment is reason-
able and should be accepted.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am disappointed
that the Minister has not seen fit to accept
the amendment. He would be wise if oc-
casionally he showed himself agreeable to
a compromise.

Mr. ANGELO: On a point of order. The
first part of the proposed new clause pro-
vides that the Bill shall come into operation
only from the 1st July next, whereas we
have just agreed to a clause which says the
Bill shall come into operation immediately
after the new year. So the proposed new
clause contradicts what we have already
agreed to.

Mr. PANTON: On another point of order.
Is the hon. member is order in occupying-
the time of the Committee with a pretest
like this?

The CHAIRAN: T cnnot find in the
Bill any provision that the Bill shall come
into operation at any particular date. That
will be for the Government to decide. The
proposed newt clause is in order.

Hon. U. F. TfROY: If the proposed new
clause be carried, Parliament, not the Goy-
eminent, will have decided that the Bill shall
not come into operation until June of 1931.
I do not think members opposite are very
keen about this legislation. The anxiety of
the Government is chiefly to introduce s;ome-
thing that will serve to keep Parliament
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going. I appeal to the Minister to accept
the proposed new clause. The 'Minister is
not wise in insisting upon every word in the
Bill as printed, nothing more nor less. I
there had been any demand for this legisla-
dion one could understand the Minister wish-
ing to bring it into force as soon as pos-
sible; but as a matter of fact no one really
wants the Bill at all.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

3%r. KENNEALLY: Hfere is another op-
portunity for the Government to confound
the..Opposition by accepting, the proposedl
new clause. On the Minister's own showinig,
there .will not be much opportunity to get
quarterly determinations b efore next July.
All .that the proposed new clause asks for
is that the first declaration shall come into
operation on the .1st July. If the proposed
new clguse be, accepted, the undertakings
to the workers will be observed. As for the
second part of the proposed new clause,
prescribing the period over which the legis-
lation shall operate, that is not new, nor wi1
it do any harm. I hope the propnstsl new
clause will be agreed to, if only because it
will absolve the Government from the charge
of repudiation.

New clause put and a division taken vrith
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 19
Noes . .. . .. 21

Majority against

* r. Corbor
*1 r, Coverley
X1r, Cunningbam
Mr. Hegner
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. lamond
,%lr. LuteY
Atr. Marshall
Mr. McCalm

Mr. Barnard
MIr. Brown,
M r. Davy
Mir. Ferguson
Mr. Griffilh
Sir. Keenan
Mr. Latham
Mr. Ljndsay
V.r. H. W. Manin
Mr. J. 1. Mann
Sir JIames Mitchell

A rY F.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Sir,

Mr.

2

M Ilungton
Munsie
Sieena.
Troy
Walker
%Vaiisbrough
Willcock
Witbers
Fenton

Nona.

M r. North
Sir. Patrick
Mr. Please
Sir. Richardson
MT. Sampson
Mr, Scaddan
Mr. J1. H. Smltb
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Sir. MeLat l

AT

Mr. Wilson
Mr. Raphael
Miss Nols

FAIRS.
Nozo.

Mr. Parker
Mr. Thorn
M r. Teesfale

New clause thus negative(].

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

BLr-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate' resumed from the 19th November..

MR. MILLINOTON (Mount 4awthorn)
[1.61: This Bill contains several amend-
ments which can lie dealt with iii Committee,
hut it also deals with one or two important
matters of administration. The question of'
payment to members of the board who have
been appointed to co vtrol the -fwn,has pre-
sented difficulties. Although the board act
in an honorary capacity, it is necessary to
pay certain expenses incurred for meetig,
especially when the meetings are held in.
Perth. The Auditor General has contended
that f unds f rom the pool must not be utilised
for that purpose, 'but to inc it always seemed
fair that the fund should be self-supporting.
The Government act "as trustees for t he
money collected, and I cannot see that
there is justification for providing money
for the board's expenses, except from the
f und. Therefore the Bill proposes to em-
power the Government to pay such ex-
penses from the pool. Other costs of ad-
ministration, such as the expense of trans-
porting scalps from outlying districts to
Perth, have also to be considered. Almost
all the scalps are sent to Perth; in only
rare instances is permission given to
destroy them locally, but the difficulty is
that no authority exists for utilising the
fund to cover the cost of transporting the
scalps. I agree that for the efficient work-
ing of the fund the powers sought ame
necessary. Another point dealing with the
employment of trappers is debatable. I do
not know whether the Minister has taken
steps to ascertain whether the contributors
to the fund agree with this proposal In
the past similar requests have been made.
So long as the provision is carefully ad-
ministered, there should be no objection,
but once the power is given, there will be
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difficulty in withstading requests. On the
statement of the Minister, the funds are
being depleted by the payment of bonuses.
The reserve capital has been used up, and
there will lie diffieultY' in financing during
the year, ev-en on the decreased bonuses. I
agree that many justifiable requests have
been received from dingo clubs for assist-
ance to enable them to catch wild dogs. In
some cases the members of these clubs
have levied upon themselves to the ex-
tent of 3d. per sheep, in addition to
paying the veiminl tax and the lociI
lakes. One of these clubs had a stand-
ing offer of £:10 a dog. It is ini-
possible to engage people to catch these
dogs for the ordinary bonuses of £2 per
head. When requests were made to me for
money for this purpose I was obliged to
put the applicants off on the ground that
I had no power to use the fund for this
object. If the money is utilised with dis-
cretion I believe Justification can be shown
for the employment of trappers but th'-
principle should! not be employed gener-
ally. Where clubs can show that they are
doing their best and are carrying out addi-
tional duties irrespective of the bonus
from the pool, the Minister would be justi-
fied in affording the extra assistance of a
temporary or permanent nature, according
to the circumstances. Care will have to he
exercised to see that too much pressure is
not brought to bear upon tbe Minister in
the matter. I notice that he has revised
the bonuses, and that the rates offering for
dingoes and foxes have been reducedbv
half. I presume the amount received wl
be sufficient to enable the necessary num
ber of trappers to be employed. There is
no doubt foxes are increasing in umber
and that they will become a menace unles
they are checked. If the full tax is not
again raised it will become imperative to
keep down the bonuses.

The Minister for Agrculture: Now is not
the time to raise it.

Mr. MILLIN{GTON: I presume the ut-
most economy will be exercised. It ap-
pears as if the fund had become depleted,
and there will have to be a further reduc-
tion in bonuses to make ends meet. After
a year like the present there will be diffi-
culty in collecting the vermin tax. The
matter of the vermin proof fence is a de-
batable one. I always took the view that
the existing specifications could not legally
be enforced. The present specifications

provide for a fence that may overhang- the
road. If an accident occurred I should
say the victim would have cause for action-

The Premier: There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. MILL-INGTON: That was the spedi-
;ihatiion.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is not
in the Act.

Mr. MILLINGOTON: No. Without a
fence of these dimensions a farmer could
not get exemption from payment of the
tax. The Chief Inspector insisted that this
should be the specification for a dog proof
fence, and that only such a fence would
entitle the owner to exemption from the
tax.

The Minister for Agriculture: That
would not prevent a cause of' action
against the Chief Inspector.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The action would
lie against the owner of the fence. T pre-
sume the Chief Inspector now considers
the new kind of fence will be sufficiently
dog proof, and that on the amended lines
it would still entitle the owner to exemp-
tion from the tax. The fence is now left
to the discretion of that officer. It is a
good move and will settle that argument.
I should like to know the exact reason for
certain amendments. I want to know, for
instance, whether the Government are pay-
ing interest on the money in the pool.

The Premier: No one knows better than
you do.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I am continually
being asked about the matter. A fund baa
been subscribed by the taxpayers for a
specific purpose. There stands to the credit
of the Treasury many thousands of pounds.
Are the Government allowing interest on
that money?

The Minister for Agriculture: Von bad
twice as much as we have.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Are the Govern-
ment paying interest on the money?

The Premier: We are paying just the
rate you paid.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I thought so.
This shows the difference between the
ins and the outs. Although we were asked
why we did not allow interest on the money
I do not know that there was any justifica.
tion for paying it. A great deal of work is
done by the Agricultural Department in ad-
ministering the fund. The matter can well
stand as it is. I do not suggest that interest
should be allowed, but I wanted to know if
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there had been any alteration in the policy,
which was objected to when members of the
Government were in opposition.

The Premier: There are times when it
would he of no advantage.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Exactly. It ap-
pears to me that dingoes are increasing in
number, as are also foxes and eagle hawks.
The new definition of eagle hawk will wake
that position more clear, and will possibly
lead to a saving of the funds through
bonuses not in future being paid out for
birds that do not belong to the wedge-tailed
eagle type. By halving the ban us the Gov-
ernment may he able to get round on the
increased number of foxes. At the start of
the year there was a credit balance in the
fund of £28,000. During the ensuing year
the fund should he increased by £22,000. If
so, the Government ought to be able to man-
age on the amended schedule. The Bill can
better he dealt with in Conunittecr. The
amendments to the Act are necessary, and
should provide for the better administration
of the Act and the more efficient working of
the department. I support the Bill.

MR, PIESSE (Katanning) (1.181: 1 con-
gratulate the Minister and the officers of
the department upon the excellent -report
they have placed before the House. I hope
the Premier and the Minister for Lands wilt
be good enough to remember that a great
proportion of the expenditure from the
vermin fund is incurred amongst the pas-
toralists. in the northern areas. I find that
only about 30) per cent. of the money is
spent in the agricultural districts, and that
the balance is devoted to pastoralists in
other districts. It is somewhat unjust that
the agricultural portion of Western Aus-
tralia should be called upon to hear so large
a proportion of the expenditure. Mlany of
our settlers tan rightly complain that they
have been in the past, and are now, required
to pay heavy taxation-it has been increased
by 50 per cent.-while there is very little
vermin in their districts apart from the un-
fortunate kangyaroos. As I have previously
pointed nut here, kangaroos are doing con-
siderable damage in the agricultural dis-
tricts, and in my opinion they should be
classed :as vermin under this Bill. I hope
the Governtment will take the earliest op-
portunity of closely investigating the com-
plaints already brought before Parliament
as to dlestruc-tion caused by kangaroos in the

wvheat areas. The vermin tax is collected
a bout the same time as the land tax; and
I am wondering whether, in view of the re-
duced revenues of farmers this year, many
of them will be able to pay even the vermin
tax. I do hope that before the session closes
the Premier will he able to afford settlers
some relief from taxation, especially as re-
gards the land tax and the veruin tax.

The Premier: I am bringing down a Bill
to relieve the situation.

Mr. PIESSE: I am glad to hear it. The
land tax should be deferred, or relief from
it given in some other -way. I wish to em-
phasise that settlers in the outer portion of
my- eleetorate have had considerable trouble
with dingoes Some dingoes are extremely
cunning and destructive. As mentioned by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Milling-
ton), residents often make contributions to
dingo clubs, going to considerable expense
and trouble for the p~urpose of destroying
the pest, though they are not successful in
every instance. The suggestion that special
trappers engaged by the Agricultural De-
partment should visist localities where din-
goes are specially destructive is very wise.
The people of the districts concerned have
made representations on that point. I am
sure splendid work will be dlone, giving
farmers some return for their expenditure
in the form of this tax.

Question put aLid pass~d.

Bill read a second time.

BILL--EAST PERTH PUBLIC HALL

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [1.231 in
mov-ing the second reading istid: The Bill
contains a number of clauses, but most of
them are purely machinery clauses and I
do not think will interest bon. members at
all. Some time ago the East Perth Progress
Association, being desirous of having a haill
for public purposes in the district, raised
money by various means and induced the
Government to vest a piece of land intended
for reserve pun-poses, and make it available
for the building of the hall. The structure
was erected, hut the public wordied as to
whether the hall was to be used entirely for
public purposes. Ain argument arose about
the matter. After a consultation with all
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parties involved in the arrangenment, an
agreement was reached whereby the land
with the hall on it was to be vested in five
trustees, two of whom were to he selected
from four persons nominated by the pro-
gress association, two to be selected from
four persons nominated by, the Mayor of
Perth, mi~d one to !,e chosen by the Covern-
ujent. Thu arrang-ement being acceptable to
all parties to the di-vussion, this Bill was
prepared in order to give the arrangement
force in law, and also to create the body of
trustees to control the operations of the
hall. The hall is an excellent building, and
it is important that it should be conducted
properly in the interests of the whole of
East Perth. Certain debts wvere incurred for
the building of the hall, and the creditors
to whom those debts are owed have not yet
been paid. Therefore power is given to the
trustees to raise money on the security of
the property' and lpay ott the creditors. I
do not propose to detain members further
with the matter'. Most of the clauses of the
Bill are such as would appear in a legal
document rather than in ant Act of Parlia-
maent; aind I do not know that hon. members
wvil he much eonce-ned wit li hem. The
membe~r fm, East Perth (Mr -Kenneally).
who is well acquainted with the whole of
the circumstances, had an opportunity of
perusing the draft Hill; and I understand
that he approves of what is being done. I
mov-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

BON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [1.28] : I merely wish to express
my dislike of the provision, appearing in
two or three clauses, which gives the Lord
Mayor the right to select trustees. I have
on previous occasions strongly opposed such
a provision. Where there is an elected body,
the responsibility for appointments of this
kind should be on the elected body, and not
on a Lord Mayor or other person or asso-
ciation. However, I know that this busi-
ness is already complicated enough; and I
understand that certain progress has been
made towards realising the desires of the
people concerned. Still, I do not like the
provision in question.

The Attorney General: I am rather in-
dined to agree with you.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: The Attorney
General will remember that a Bill of this

kind relating to Geraldton was drawn on
similar lines, and that similar objectionis
were raised to it. However, at this hour I
will not detain the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comitnltee.

Nlr. l'anton in the Chair; the Attorney
Geneval in charge of the Bill.

(CIauses I to 9-agreed to.

Clause 10-Powers of trustses in respect
of reserve:

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: [)oes t he AIiis-
icr realise that the clause piovide- cxten.-
sive powers to the trustees, Including the
right to sell? That is ujnusual, and I at.,
doubtful about the wisdom of such a pro-

isi101.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
P~een on extended powers being vested in
trustees in these circumstances, but I think
the clause contains adequate safeguards.
.it might be the desire of the prople at
East Perth at some future date to change
the site of the hall, and the right to sell
would then become necessary. NaiturallyN
no Government would consent to the '4ale
of any such propert' unless they had some-
thing concrete before them regarding- the
piroposal.

Clause put mnd passed.

Clauses 11 to 15-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reporteQd without anjendnu'!t. and

the report adopted.

BILL-CITY or PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS AOT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth) [1 .3-5] in
moving the second reading said: The chiuses
of the Bill deal with two separate phases.
'ihe first three clauses deal with the exten-
sion of the boundaries of the City of Perth,
and have reference to certain endowment
lands, while they also affect the systemn of
rating. At present, the rating of the pro-
perties concerned is on the unimproved land
values basis. Under that headinz no pro-
vision is made for the owners of the pro-
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p~erties to record their votes for the, election
of Lord Mayor or couneilors of the City
of Perth. It is not intended to delete that
phase of the rating powers, but it is sought
to overcome the difficulty by the inclusion
of the words "in addition to the annual
value" in Section 84 of the Municipal Coir-
porations Act, 1900. The effect of that will
be that the owners of properties5 ;iffeeted hr
by the Bill will be able to record their votes
at the municipal elections. T shall more
to delete the last clause of the Bill. The
explanation of that is that the Bill was
drafted a long time ago and has, Ibeen~ held
in abeyance. Clause 4 dealt with the appli-
cation of proceeds arising from sales of
endowment lands, but that clause is not
necessary now, and I will ask hon. msembers,
when we deal with the Bill in Committee,
to delete it. Although the property owners
will be able to exercise the municipal Frari-
ehise if the Bill he agreed to. they will not
be railed upon to pay any adifitionid rates.
7 move--

That the D3i11 he now read a second tunec.

On motion hy Mr. McCallun, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-ANATOMY.

Counzcit's Amendments.

Schedule of 40 amendments made by tha
Couneil now considered.

III Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the 'Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

NKo. I1: Clause 2.-After "Icontext" in-
ser-t:-"Commissioner" means the Commis-
sioner for Health for the time being 'under
the Health Act, 1911-1919, and includes anyv
officer tcmp~orarily acting as Commissioner.

ThF 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
mnove-

That the amendment be agreed to.

The oririni Bill provided power to appoint
inspectors. When the Bill was here I said
that actually the Commissioner for Public
Health would do the work, and now the
Council bare pinned it down to that.

Question put and passed;, the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2: Clause 2.-Omit the word "ap-
pointed," under definition of "Inspector,"
and insert "from time to time expressly nomi-
nated by the Commissioner for the purposes
of this Act.")

The MINIISTER FOR HEALTH: This
amendment is consequential on the first. I
mnove--

That the amndment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 13: Clause 3.-At the end of the clause
insert the words "at an authorised school. of
anatomy."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
said that we would use the University build-
ings for the purposes of the Bill, but it is
now proposed to set up an authorised school
of anatomy. I move-

That the amnendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4: Clause 4.-Omit the clause.

No. 6: Clause 5.-Omit "every inspec-
tor" and insert "the Commissioner."

No. 6: Clause 6.-After -the words 'law-
fli for" insert "the Commissioner and."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: These
are all consequential. I move--

Thtat amncdmeonts -Nos. 4, 51, mid 4i he agreed
to.

Question put and passed;, the Council's
Amendments; 'Nos. 4, 5 and 6 agreed to.

No. 7: Clause 6.-At the end of the clause,
add the words "and, fronm time to time, as
prescribed by regulation, -,hall report to the
Minister in respect of every such inspection."

No. 8. Clause 7.-Line- one, before the
words "the Minister," insert "subject to this
Act."l

No. 9. Clause 7.-Lines 9. -10, and 11,
omit the words "undergo . . . institution,"
and insert "be removed therefrom for the
put-pose of anatomical examination at some
authorised school of anatomy."

No. 10. Clause 5.-Before the words "it
shall," in line 1, insert "subject to this Act."

No. 11. Clause 8.-After the word "ex-
amination" insert "at some anthorised school
of anatomy."
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No. 12. Clause 9.-Before the words "if
any," in line 1, insert "subject to this Act."

-No. 13. Clause 9.-After the word "ex-
amination" insert "at some authorised school
of antm.

No. 14. Clause 10.-Omit the words "in-
spector of the district" and insert "Commis-
sioner."

No. 15. Clause 10.-Omit the words
"or if no such . . death."

No 16. Clause 11.-Omit the words
"1medical practitioner . . . this Act," in lines
1, 2, 3, and 4, and insert "authorised school
of anatomy."

No. 17. Clause 11.-Line 5, omit the
words "or to examine anatomically."

No. 18. Clause 12.-After the words
"(every person," in line 1, insert "in charge
of an authorised school of anatomy."

No. 10. Clause 12.-Omit the words "in-
spector of the district. . .. is removed," and
insert "Commissioner."

No. 20. Clause 12.-After the words "so
to do by" insert "the Commissioner or.

No. 21. Clause 13.-Omit aUl words after
the word "body," in line 4, and inset "ex-
cept at an authorised school of anatomy."1

No. 22. Clause 14.-Omit the word "so,"
in line 1.

NKo. 23. Clause 14.-Omit the word "1re-
moving," in line 4, and insert "receiving."

No. 24. Clause 14.-Omit the word "re-
moved," in line 4, and insert "received."

No. 25. Clause 14.-After the word
"ground," in line 7, insert "if so desired by
any surviving husband or wife or any known
relative."

No. 26. Clause 14.-Omit the word "re-
moved," in line 0, and insert "received."

No. 27. Clause 14-In line 11, omit the
words "inspector of the district," and insert
"Commissioner."

No. 28. Clause 15.-Omit the word "in-
spectors" and insert "the Commissioner."~

No. 29. Clause 19.-Par. (2), after the
words "every person" insert "or authority."~

No. 30. Clause 19.-Par. 3, (a), after
the word "impede" insert "the Commissioner
or."1

No. 31. Clause 1.-After the word
"Powers" insert "and duties."

No. 32. Clause 19.-Per. (e), omit the
words "any inspector . . . aforesaid," and
insert "lthe Commissioner"

No. 33. Clause 19.-After the words
"book to" insert "the Commissioner or to."

No. 34. Clause 20.-Omit the words "in-
consistent with this Act"; insert "for the
conduct, equipment, inspection and control
of authorised schools of anatomy, for the
discipline thereof and for.'

-No. 35. Insert a new clause, as follows:
3. The provisions of this Act shall, subject
to the control of the Minister, be adminis-
tered by the Commissioner and such inspec-
tors as he may deem necessary.

No. 36. Insert a new clause as follows:-
4. (1.) The Governor, by license, may au-
thorise the establishment of schools of anat-
omy at such places as he may determine,
and may impose such conditions relating
thereto as may be necessary for the proper
and efficient conduct thereof. (2.) Any
license under this section shall be subject
to revocation by the Governor at any time.

No. 37. Insert a new clause as follows:-
11. Before the body of any deceased person.
referred to in Sections 8, 9, and 10 of this
Act, is removed for the purposes of anat-
omical examination, the attention of any
surviving husband or wife, or any relative
known to the authority, or persont having
the body in his or her possession, con-
trol or power, shall be directed to the
provisions of the said sections and can sent
thereto obtained in writing. The- termi
9"autitirity" in this section, includes any
mnediuoal officer, nurse or other person who 1
has attended such deceased person during
his illness or stay in any such institution.

No. 38. Insert a new clause as follows:
-18. It shall he unlawful for ;iny' person
to take or remove from a body of any de-
ceased person any portion or specimen pairt
thereof before such body is received into
-in authorised school of anatomy, or to take
or reinove, except for burial or cremiation,
any portion or specimen part of a. body,
from an authorised school of anatomy. or
to have in his possession any portion or
specimen part of a body which hasq been
taken or removed in Contravention of this
.section: Provided that this section shall
not apply to a licensed person approved by
the Commissioner taking or removingl a por-
tion or specimen part of a body or having
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thle biare ha his possession by and with the
authority of an authorised school of anat-
omy for educational, scientific, or research
purposes.

No. :-t9. Title.-Ainend by inserting after
the word "Act the words "to provide for
the establishment and regulation of schools
of anatomy and to."

'No. 40. After the word "anatoiny," at
the end of the Title, insert the worn "there-

Onl motions by the -Minister for Health,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted.
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Council,

DILL-ROADS CLOSURE.

Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council niow
considered.

Ila Committee.

Mr. Panton i the Chair; the Mliister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Insert & new clause, to stand as Clause 7,
as follows:-7. That portion of Mi1riami
Street in the North Fremantic mnunicipal
district extending fromt the Eastern side of
Bracks Street to the Western side of -Napier
S treet is hereby closed, arid all rights-of-
way over the same shall ceasL-e oil the pass-
iug of this Act, and the land comprised
therein is hiereby revested in Hi A Majesty
a-; of h1is former estate.

The -MINISTER FOR lANT)S: The
North Fremanntle council ask for the closure
of a street between two blocks of land piii-
chased by the Shell Oil Companmy. The
road is unused and unmade. It is eessar 'v
to seure Parliamentary authority forl tl
closure. I move-

That the amerninient be agreed to.

Question put and] passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the -report adopted ,
and a. nessave accordingly returned] to thle
Concil.

BILL-RESERVES.
Crnrncils Amendmeoits.

Schedule of four ainendniente; made hr
the Concil now considered.

it Comm iittee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No0. 1. clause 9.-nsert after the word
"itistitilte," in line 8, the words "or it! such
instituite be incorporated, then the s aid land
inay be leased to suchL inceorporattedl body."

The M1INISTER FOR LANXDS: Under
Clause 9 it is proposed to lease certain
lands to thle Postal Institute and another
place ha's decided that if the *institute, be-
coine ant incorporated body, the lease- shall
stand.

Mr. MeCifluin: Where is, the hind

.The 11INISTER FOR LANDS: It is the
Claremont Road Boaird's recreatiolL gT0roun'l
niear Point Resolution. An area is being
leased on which work iN being provided for
winmployed membuiers of the insfitill. I
inove-

That the a1Mendm~ent be agreed to.

Questitnl put and passed; the Council',;
aimendulent agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 12.-Insert at the ead a
proviso, as follows:-

"Provided that if such laud shall cease
to he used as a Reserve for the purposes
last mentioned, then the said land shall
revert to and be again included in the said
'Reserve 1720. "

TJhe MINISTvER FOR LAkNDS: This
provides for the excision fromt King's
Pirk of a certain portion of land for the
purpose of putting down a hare upon it.
In another place some opposition was
shown to this. A proviso has been inse'rted
there to provide that at the end of the
term, if the Public Works Department do
not require the hand, it shall revert back to
the King's Park Board. T have no objec-
tioa to this. [a all probabilit *y the land
will never go back to the park. I move-

Thiat the anmenit lie agrreed to.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. r. Insert a new clause, to staind as
Clause 15, as follows:-

15. All that portion of Class "A'' Re-
serve 6161 for "Refioresttion,' 'ait Yan-
dil siding, as described in the Fourth
Schedule, is hereby excluded from such
Reserve to the intent that the land may be
disposed of tinder the provisions of "The
Land Act, 1808," aind amendments.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
a Class A Reserve which was originally set
uside for reforestation before the forest
reserve areas were named. It is proposed
to excise from this reserve a small piece
of land to be thrown open again to the
Lands Department. This is at Yandil
siding, not far from 'Margaret River. The
area involved is only about 120 acres,
hut it is necessary to get Parliamentary
sanction for the transfer. The Forests De-
partment concur in this. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Insert a newv Schedule, as fol-
lows:

Fourth Schedule.
All that portion of Class ''A'' Reserve

6161 bounded by lines starting from a
point on the North boundary of Nelson
Location 6687 situate about 14 chains from
its North-East corner, and extending
North-Westward about 25 chains; thence
North-Eastwardl to the Western side of a
road passing along the Western boundary
of the Bridgetown Railway Reserve;
thence along the said side of road North-
Westward for a distance of about 20
chains; thence South-Westward about 22
chains; and thence South to the North
boundary of Nelson Location 6687 afore-
said; and thence East along the latter
about 37 chains 50 links to the starting
point. (Area about 76 acres.)

All bearings and distances being approxi-
mate and subject to survey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
consequential on Amendment No. 3. 1
move:

That the amrendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed, and a. message accordingly returned to
the Council.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the Premier, the followving
Orders of the Day were discharged from
the Notice Paper-

1. Transfer of Land Act Amendment
Bill (Second Reading).

2. Limitation Bill (Second Reading).

BILL--COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS RESERVE.

Order Discharged.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell-Northan) (2.4J: 1 move--

That the Order of tme flay, the secopmd read-

ing of the Collie Recreation and Park Lands
fleserve Bill, be dischamrged from the Notice
Paper.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [2.6]: The member for Collie
is not at present in the House. I1 should
like to know whether this Hill was brought
down at the request of the people of Col-
lie, and, whether its discharge from the
Notice Paper has been approved by the
member for the district.

The Premier: That is in the hands of the
Minister for Lands.

THE MIISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham-York) (2.6]: The object of
the Bill -was to give certain powers to
the Collie municipality and road board.
There hag, however, been some diffi-
culty in getting a Bill drafted to
suit the occasion. It is proposed
to introduce one early next session. In an-
ticipation of Parliamentary approval we
shiall probably give some authority to these
people once we have arrived at an under-
standing between the two bodies.

Question put and passed.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [2.7] in mov-
ing the second reading Maid: There are two
bodies in existence dealing with the same
people, the Licensing Court and the Licenses
Reduction Board. The latter was created
by an amendment to the Act of 1922. It
was then given a life of a definite length,
but that life was extended, and will expire on
the 31st December of this year. The Gov-
ernment feel that the powers of the Licenses
Reduction Board are useful in the control
and proper conduct of hotels. Its main
power is to close up licenses where the re-
qjuirements of the district do not justify
them. The bulk of the work which was
necessary then has been accomplished, but
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as Western Australia contains maniy dis-
tricts with varying populations, such as mini-
ina- towns which break out here and close
down there, it seems that it would be useful
for the court to retain these powers, though
it would not continue to rise them to a large
extent.

Mr. Willeock: There are no contributions
to the fund now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
a reserve in the fund of between £8,000 and
£7,000.

Mr. H. W. 'Mann: It is no use keeping
it there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is very
useful to have it there, for it pays the ex-
lpelises of the Licensing Court.

Mr. Wilkcock: Suppose it had to be given
back to those who contributed it'?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It seems
impossible to begin working out a scheme
whereby that fund can be distributed in the
proper channels. If this part of the Act
were allowed to go out of existence, we
should have to set about working out how
to give it back. We could not give it back.

Mr. Willeock: Lots of people could make
a claim upon the fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One's
imagination fairly boggles at the job some-
one would have in working out the sumi. At
present the money is doing extremely useful
work in paying the expenses of the licensing
court.

-Mr. Willeock: Some of them.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably

all of them for a period. The continuation
of this power will not involve any additional
cost. The court must be there. The con-
tinuation of this part of the Act merely en-
ables the court to exercise certain functions
which could not be exercised without this
part.

On motion by 'Mir. Willcock, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPEOIAL

THE PRE~NER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell-Northam) [2.11]: 1 move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until

7.30 p.m. to-day (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.12 a.mn. (Thursday).

Thursday, 4th December, 1980.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SITTINGS HOURS-ADDITIONAL.

Standing Order Suspension.

THE INISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Ron. C. F. Baxter
-East) [4.33]: I move-

That Standing Order No. 62 be suspeinded
for the remainder of the present session.

A glance at the Notice Paper will show that
wve have a fairly large volume of business
before its, in addition to which other Bills
wvill shortly be reaching us from another
place. Now that the session is drawing to
a close, it is necessary that I should be in
a position to deal with new business after
Il) p.m. I trust members will be reason-
able in the niatter, so that we may not be
crowded out and have very long sittings at
the fag end of the session.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hoan. G. W. Miles, leave
of absence granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoomn (North) for six consecutive sittings
of the House on the ground of ill-health.

BILL-HOSPITAL FUNUD.

Report of Committee adopted.
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